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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION AND METHODOL OGY

This study was conducted for the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department (the Department)
to determine the attitudes and motivations of lapsed hunters, including their satisfactions and
dissatisfactions with hunting, their congtraints and barriers to continued and increased hunting
participation, and message themes and programs that will move lapsed hunters to resume hunting
in New Hampshire. The study entailed a telephone survey of resdent and non-resident lapsed
hunters—those who had purchased a New Hampshire hunting license in the past 5 years but who
did not actively hunt in New Hampshire in the 2002-2003 or 2003-2004 seasons.

For the survey, telephones were selected as the preferred sampling medium because of the
universaity of telephone ownership. The telephone survey questionnaire was devel oped
cooperatively by Responsive Management and the Department.  Interviews were conducted
Monday through Friday from 9:00 am. to 9:00 p.m., Saturday noon to 6:00 p.m., and Sunday
from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., dl loca time. Responsive Management obtained atotd of 261
completed interviews among resident lapsed hunters and 282 completed interviews among non
resident lgpsed hunters. The software used for data collection was Questionnaire Programming
Language 4.1.

The andyss of data was performed using Statistical Package for the Socia Sciences software as
well as proprietary software developed by Responsive Management. Throughout this report,
findings of the telephone survey are reported at a 95% confidence interva. For the entire sample
of resident lgpsed hunters, the sampling error is at most plus or minus 6.01 percentage points; for
the entire sample of non-resident lapsed hunters, the sampling error is at most plus or minus 5.72

percentage points.
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LAPSED NEW HAMPSHIRE HUNTERS HUNTING PARTICIPATION OUTSIDE OF NEW
HAMPSHIRE

> Large mgorities of non-resident lapsed hunters had hunted outside of New Hampshire in one
of these seasons. 2002-2003, 2003-2204, or 2004-2005. The percentage of resident lapsed
hunters who had done so ranged from 7% to 13% in any given season. Conversaly, 86% of
resident lgpsed hunters had not hunted outside of New Hampshire during those seasons.
Vermont, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Maine were the most common other statesin
which respondents had hunted.

LAPSED NEW HAMPSHIRE HUNTERS TRENDS IN HUNTING PARTICIPATION

> About three-fourths (74%) of resident lapsed hunters said their hunting participation has
decreased or stopped completely over the past 5 years; very few said their participation has
increased (5%). Among nortresident lapsed hunters, hunting participation is dightly more
gable: 41% of non-resident lapsed hunters said their hunting participation has remained
about the same over the past 5 years. Nonetheless, among non-resident lapsed hunters,
“decreasing participation/stopped completely” responses exceeded “increasing participation”

responses.

PLANSTO HUNT

> Roughly two-thirds of lgpsed hunters, both resident and nortresident, indicated that they plan
to hunt in New Hampshire in the future. An overwheming mgority of non-resident lapsed
hunters (88%) indicated that they plan to hunt outside of New Hampshire in the future; 23%
of resident lgpsed hunters indicated that they plan to hunt outside of New Hampshire in the

future,

REASONS FOR NOT HUNTING IN NEW HAMPSHIRE

> Time obligations—both from work and family—were the most important factorsin decisons
not to hunt in New Hampshirein the past 5 years. Persona hedlth and lesstime available
were also important factors. Among non-resident lapsed hunters, cost of licenseswas an
important factor.
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> Respondents were asked about 31 factors that could have influenced their decision not to
hunt in New Hampshire. In addition to the factors listed above, lack of access and lack of
places to hunt were important factors, as was persond hedth. Finaly, other people violating
game laws and poor behavior of other hunters were ranked next as factors that influenced
respondents not to hunt.
The least important factors were finding a place to buy alicense, harassment by anti-
hunters, too grict game law enforcement efforts, the feding of causing pain to animals,
and concern over endangering anima populations.

ATTITUDES TOWARD HUNTING
> Non-resident lapsed hunters rated the importance of hunting to themsalves (8.6 mean) higher
than did resident lapsed hunters (6.3 mean).

» Resdent lgpsed hunters were fairly evenly split between rating themsalves as intermediate
(41%) and rating themselves as advanced (47%) hunters. Non-resident lapsed hunters were
more likely than were resident lapsed hunters to rate themsdlves as advanced hunters (66%).
Very few rated themselves as a beginner.

HUNTING COMPANIONS

» Thetop usud hunting companions for resdent and non-resident |gpsed hunters were friends,
closdly followed by immediate family. About afifth (21% of resdent and 17% of non-
resdent lapsed hunters) usudly hunted done.

EQUIPMENT

> Rifles and shotguns were the most typica sporting devices used in hunting in New
Hampshire. Among resident lapsed hunters, 20% used bow and arrows, and 14% used a
muzzleloader. Nonresident lapsed hunters used bow and arrows at the same rate (20%), but
they were much more likely to have used a muzzlel oader (32%0) than were resident |gpsed
hunters.
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HUNTING LOCATIONS

>

Public land and private land together play an important role in New Hampshire hunting, with
private land being just dightly more important. Most commonly, respondents said they
hunted on each type of land about equaly.

Private lands owned by paper and/or timber companies are quite important in New
Hampshire: 29% of resident lgpsed hunters and 41% of non-resident lapsed hunters had
hunted on those lands in the past 5 years. “Other private lands’ were dso important. Among
public lands, State Forests were important.

A substantia percentage of hunting tripsin New Hampshire that lapsed hunters had taken in
the past involved off-highway driving in a car/truck/SUV/motorcycle (not an ATV): 39% of
resident and 58% of non-resident lgpsed hunters. A mgority of lapsed hunters indicated that
they typicaly had walked or hiked on atrail to get to aplace to hunt in New Hampshire (note
that this may be in addition to other modes of trangportation).

A large mgority of norntresident lapsed hunters (72%) and a substantial percentage of
resdent lapsed hunters (30%) said that their typica hunting trip in New Hampshire involved
an overnight stay.

A magority of resident lapsed hunters indicated that the place they usudly hunt in New
Hampshireisless than 30 miles from home. However, nonresident lapsed hunters indicated
that the place they usudly hunt in New Hampshire is a bit farther from home: haf said that
the place is 100 miles or more from home. The means are 39 miles from home for resident
lapsed hunters and 169 miles from home for non-resident lapsed hunters.

Characterigtics of the area were a greater motivation than was the convenience of getting to
the areain the choice of ahunting location. Nonetheless, substantia percentages said that
both about equaly play arolein their choice of a place to hunt in New Hampshire.
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>

Findly, in alig of factors that hunters consider in deciding on a place to hunt, the highest
ranked factors were the amount and types of game believed to bein the area and the ease of
access and familiarity with the lands. For resident lgpsed hunters, thislist of top factors also
included the closeness to home; among non-resident lapsed hunters, this was not as important
in favor of the aesthetic qualities of the area.

SPECIESHUNTED

>

White-tailed deer were the species of choice for overwheming mgjorities of resident and
norresdent lapsed hunters when they had hunted in New Hampshire. Among resident
lapsed hunters, other important species included ruffed grouse, ring-necked pheasant, and
cottontail rabbit. Among non-resident lapsed hunters, other important species included
ruffed grouse and black bear.
Note that non-resident lapsed hunters were more likely than were resident lapsed hunters
to have hunted black bear or moose.

When asked directly whether they had hunted smal game in New Hampshire within the past
5 years, 42% of resident and 25% of non-resident |gpsed hunters indicated that they had.

HUNTER EDUCATION

>

Large maorities of resdent and non-resident lapsed hunters had taken a hunter education
course. Of those who had taken a course, 75% among resident lapsed hunters had taken a
course in New Hampshire, and 13% among nonresident lgpsed hunters had taken acoursein
New Hampshire.

SATISFACTION WITH HUNTING OVERALL AND WITH HUNTING FOR VARIOUS
SPECIES

>

Ovedl, satisfaction with hunting in New Hampshire in the past 5 yearswas high: 86% of
resident lapsed hunters and 94% of non-resident lapsed hunters were very or somewhat
satisfied with their hunting experiences in New Hampshire over the past 5 years.

10% of resident and 4% of nonresident lapsed hunters were dissatified.
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> Although the number of participants was somewhat low (10 resident and 23 non-resident
lapsed hunters), moose hunting was one of the most satisfying species to hunt in New
Hampshire—it was the top answer among resident |gpsed hunters and the second answer
among non-resident lapsed hunters for percent very satisfied. For resident lapsed hunters,
raccoon hunting was the second-ranked species that was very satisfying to hunt, although the
number of participants waslow. Also high in the percent being very satisfied among resident
lapsed hunters were gray squirrel, black bear, wild turkey, and white-tailed deer. Among
non-resident lapsed hunters, wild turkey hunting had the highest percentage being very
satisfied, just above moose hunting. Other species that had high percentages of non-resident
lapsed hunters saying that they were very satisfied were ring-necked pheasant, snowshoe
hare, white-tailed deer, ruffed grouse, and cottontail rabbit.
The highest percentages saying they were very dissatisfied were for snowshoe hare
hunting (22% of resident and 8% of norresident lapsed hunters were very dissatisfied),
cottontail rabbit hunting (18% of resident and 6% of norresident lapsed hunters),
woodcock hunting (14% of resident and 4% of nonresident lapsed hunters), and moose
hunting (10% of resident lgpsed hunters).

GAME LAW VIOLATIONS

» Overwhdming mgorities of resdent and non-resident lapsed hunters had not witnessed any
game law violationsin the past 5 years. Of those who had seen one, roughly haf reported
the violation. Typica reasons for not reporting a violation included not being able to prove
it/not being able to identify culprit and the belief that the violation was minor.

RATING AT PROVIDING HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES

> Ratings of the Department’ s efforts to provide hunting opportunitiesin New Hampshire were
farly pogdtive large mgorities of resdent and non-resident lapsed hunters gave an excellent
or good rating. Very low percentages gave a poor rating.
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RATING AT MANAGING/CONSERVING WILDLIFE

» Ratings of the Department’ s efforts to manage and conserve the sate’ swildlife are dso fairly
positive: large mgorities of resdent and non-resident |gpsed hunters gave an excellent or
good rating to this effort. Very low percentages gave a poor rating.

RATING AT PROVIDING HUNTER EDUCATION

» Theoverdl rating of the Department at providing hunter education was positive: for both
resident and non-resident lapsed hunters, “excellent” and “good” responses far exceeded
“fair” and “poor” responses.

» Mgorities of resdent |apsed hunters rated the Department as excellent or good &t providing
convenient dates and times to take hunter education, aswell asin providing hunter education
courses they want and desire. Only publicizing hunter education opportunities had a notable
percentage who rated the Department as poor in that effort.

» Those who had taken a hunter education course in New Hampshire were asked to rate that
course. maorities gave an excellent rating (54% of resident and 65% of norresident lapsed
hunters), and nearly al remaining gave agood rating. In fact, only 1% of resident and 0% of
non-resident lgpsed hunters gave afair or poor rating.

MOTIVATIONS TO HUNT AND FACTORS THAT WOULD ENCOURAGE HUNTING
> For resident lapsed hunters, thinking about their hunting in New Hampshire, the top reasons
they went hunting were to be close to nature (just over 24%), for the meat (just under 24%),
and for the sport (19%). For non-resident lapsed hunters, thinking about their hunting in
New Hampshire, the top reasons they went hunting were for the sport (27%), to be with
family and/or friends (26%), and for the mesat (15%). Getting a trophy was the lowest ranked

reason for both resident and non-resident Igpsed hunters.

» Inan openended question (i.e., no answer set was read), having more time was the top

answer of factors that would get the respondent to hunt more or hunt again in New
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Hampshire. Also important among non-resident lapsed hunters was cheaper licenses.

Answers related to more game of any type were low down on thelist.

> The survey asked individud questions about 25 possible motivations to encourage more
hunting in New Hampshire. The top answers among resident lgpsed hunters that would
strongly encourage them to hunt more or hunt again were having a child ask to be taken
hunting, more opportunities to hunt big game, and more opportunities to hunt on private
lands and to hunt on state-owned lands. These were Smilar to the top answers among norr
resdent lapsed hunters. more opportunities to hunt big game, having a child ask to be taken
hunting, more opportunities to hunt on private lands, receiving an invitation from afriend,
hunting being offered as part of hisher next vacation, and more opportunities to hunt on
state-owned lands and on Wildlife Management Areas. Another important answer among
non-resident lapsed hunters was more opportunities to hunt with a muzzleloader (note that
non-resident lgpsed hunters were more likely than were resident lapsed hunters to have
hunted in New Hampshire with a muzzld oader).
The moativations with the highest percentages saying they would not encourage more
hunting involved crassbow hunting (more opportunities for crosshow hunting and hunter
education about crossbows) or waterfowl (more opportunities to hunt ducks and geese
and hunting education for waterfowl hunting).

» Those who said that more opportunities for smal game hunting would encourage them to
hunt more or hunt again most commonly named ruffed grouse and cottontail rabbit asthe
gpecies for which they want more hunting opportunities.

» Thosewho said that more opportunities for big game hunting would encourage them to hunt
more or hunt again most commonly named white-tailed deer and moose as the species for

which they want more hunting opportunities.
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION ABOUT HUNTING

» Word-of-mouth was the top-named source of information about hunting in New Hampshire
when respondents had hunted there in the past. This answer was distantly followed by
license agent/sporting goods store and Department offices.

» A dight mgority of resdent |gpsed hunters and a higher percentage of non-resident lapsed
hunters indicated that they would be interested in more information about hunting in New
Hampshire. Direct mail and the Internet were the favored ways to be provided with
information (note that 83% of resident lapsed hunters and 67% of nonresident lapsed hunters
have Internet access in their homes, and about a third of both groups have visited the
Department’ s Website).

Resident lgpsed hunters were most interested in information about places to hunt and
about hunting regulations, and non-resident lgpsed hunters were most interested in
information about places to hunt and information about game wildlife in the date.
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INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY

This sudy was conducted for the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department (the Department)
to determine the attitudes and moativations of lapsed hunters, including their satisfactions and
disstisfactions with hunting, their congtraints and barriers to continued and increased hunting
participation, and messages and programs that will move lapsed hunters to resume hunting in

New Hampshire. The study entailed atelephone survey of non-resident and resident lapsed
hunters—those who had purchased a New Hampshire hunting license in the past 5 years but who
did not actively hunt in New Hampshire in the 2002-2003 or 2003-2004 seasons.  Specific
aspects of the research methodology are discussed below.

For the survey, telephones were sdected as the preferred sampling medium because of the
universality of telephone ownership. In addition, a centrd polling Site at the Responsive
Management office alowed for rigorous quaity control over the interviews and data collection.
Responsive Management maintains its own in-house telephone interviewing fecilities. These
facilities are Saffed by interviewers with experience conducting computer-assisted telephone
interviews on the subjects of natura resources and outdoor recregtion. The telephone survey
guestionnaire was devel oped cooperatively by Responsive Management and the Department.
Responsive Management conducted a pre-test of the questionnaire, and revisions were made to
the questionnaire based on the pre-tet.

To ensure that the telephone survey data collected were of the highest quality, Responsive
Management has interviewers who have been trained according to the sandards established by
the Council of American Survey Research Organizations. Methods of ingtruction included
lecture and role-playing. The Survey Center Managers conducted project briefings with the
interviewers prior to the administration of the survey. Interviewers were instructed on type of
study, study goals and objectives, handling of survey questions, interview length, termination
points and qudifiers for participation, interviewer indructions within the survey insrument,
reading of the survey instrument, skip patterns, and probing and clarifying techniques necessary
for specific questions on the survey insrument. The Survey Center Managers randomly
monitored tel ephone workstations without the interviewers: knowledge to evauate the

performance of each interviewer. After the surveys were obtained by the interviewers, the
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Survey Center Managers and/or statisticians edited each completed survey to ensure clarity and

completeness.

I nterviews were conducted Monday through Friday from 9:00 am. to 9:00 p.m., Saturday noon
to 6:00 p.m., and Sunday from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m,, dl locd time. A five-callback design was
used to maintain the representativeness of the sample, to avoid bias toward people easy to reach
by telephone, and to provide an equd opportunity for al to participate. When a respondent
could not be reached on the first call, subsequent calls were placed on different days of the week
and at different times of the day. Responsive Management obtained atotal of 261 completed
interviews among resident lapsed hunters and 282 completed interviews among non-resident

lapsed hunters.

The software used for data collection was Questionnaire Programming Language 4.1 (QPL).
The survey data were entered into the computer as each interview was being conducted,
diminating manud data entry after the completion of the survey and the concomitant data entry
errors that may occur with manua data entry. The survey instrument was programmed so that
QPL branched, coded, and substituted phrases in the survey based on previous responses to
ensure the integrity and consistency of the data collection. The analysis of data was performed
using Statistical Package for the Socid Sciences software aswell as proprietary software
developed by Responsive Management.

Throughout this report, findings of the telephone survey are reported at a 95% confidence
interval. For the entire sample of resident lapsed hunters, the sampling error is a most plus or
minus 6.01 percentage points, for the entire sample of non-resident lapsed hunters, the sampling
error isa most plus or minus 5.72 percentage points. Sampling error was caculated using the
formula described below, with a sample sze of 261 and a population size of 15,074 for resdent
lapsed hunters, and a sample size of 282 and a population size of 7,440 for non-resident lapsed
hunters.



New Hampshire Lapsed Hunter Survey

Sampling error equation:

¢ —NF’IEIZS) - 252
B=¢ s 11.96
T e
9

Where B = maximum sampling error (as decimd)
Np = population size (i.e, tota number of license holders)
Ns =samplegze

Derived from formula: p. 206 in Dillman, D. A. 2000. Mail and Internet Surveys. John Wiley &
Sons, NY.

Note: Thisisasmplified vergon of the formulathat calculates the maximum sampling error
using a50:50 split (the most conservative cal culation because a 50:50 split would give maximum
variation).

Note that some results may not sum to exactly 100% because of rounding.




New Hampshire Lapsed Hunter Survey

HUNTING PARTICIPATION

LAPSED NEW HAMPSHIRE HUNTERS' HUNTING PARTICIPATION OUTSIDE OF
NEW HAMPSHIRE

» Large mgorities of nonresident lapsed hunters had hunted outside of New Hampshirein
2002-2003, 2003-2004, and 2004-2005; meanwhile, the percentage of resident lgpsed hunters
who had done so ranged from 7% to 13% in any given season. Conversely, 86% of resident
lapsed hunters had not hunted outside of New Hampshire during those seasons.

> Non-resident lapsed hunters had hunted more days, on average, outside of New Hampshire
than had resdent lapsed hunters.

» The gates in which lgpsed hunters had hunted outside of New Hampshire are shown.
Vermont, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Maine lead the list.



New Hampshire Lapsed Hunter Survey

Multiple Responses Allowed

Q21. During which hunting seasons have you
hunted outside of New Hampshire?

None of
these

2002-2003
season

2003-2004
season

2004-2005
season

Percent

86
22
74
Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident
10 (n=282)
68
I 7
44
0 20 40 60 80 100
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Q26-28. Mean number of days that respondents
had hunted outside of New Hampshire in the

following seasons.
(Resident)

9.3

18.3

7.2

20

40 60
Mean days

80

100

Q26. 2002-2003 season
0Q27. 2003-2004 season

[@Q28. 2004-2005 season
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Q26-28. Mean number of days that respondents
had hunted outside of New Hampshire in the

following seasons.

(Nonresident)

27.3

28.9

19.4

0 20 40 60

Mean days

80

100

mQ26. 2002-2003 season
0Q27. 2003-2004 season

0Q28. 2004-2005 season
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Q22 and Q24. Where have you hunted other than
New Hampshire? (Asked of those who hunted
outside of New Hampshire at any time from 2002 to
2005.)

Part 1

38
Vermont N -

Massachusetts

M (5
129
Pennsylvania ? L8
M 1

Maine

J"'

38

New York :—Ef 1

9 Resident (n=34)

Montana
1 ONon-resident (n=215)

South Dakota 0

linois M 9

Multiple Responses Allowed

Colorado 1

New Jersey 513

ohio M3

3
Alabama 0

(@)

20 40 60 80 100
Percent
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Multiple Responses Allowed

Q22 and Q24. Where have you hunted other than
New Hampshire? (Asked of those who hunted
outside of New Hampshire at any time from 2002 to

Florida

Minnesota

Connecticut

Rhode Island

Virginia

Georgia

Alaska

West Virginia

Kansas

New Mexico

Wyoming

2005.)
Part 2

20

40 60
Percent

80

100

Resident (n=34)
ONon-resident (n=215)
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LAPSED NEW HAMPSHIRE HUNTERS’ TRENDS IN HUNTING PARTICIPATION

>

About three-fourths (74%) of resdent lapsed hunters said their hunting participation has
decreased or stopped completely, and more than haf of resdent lapsed hunters (54%) said
their sport shooting participation has decreased or completely stopped over the past 5 years;
very few sad their participation in these activities has increased (5% for hunting; 7% for
sport shooting).

Among norresident lgpsed hunters, both hunting participation and sport shooting
participation is dightly more stable than among resident lapsed hunters: 41% of norrresdent
lgpsed hunters said their hunting participation has remained about the same over the past 5
years, and 51% of non-resdent lapsed hunters said the same about their sport shooting
participation. Nonetheless, anong non-resident lapsed hunters, “decreasing
participation/stopped completely” responses exceeded “increasing participation” responses.
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Q72-73. Trend in participation in the following over
the past 5 years.
(Resident)

Increased

-

Remained about
the same

36
Q72. Hunting
participation
O Q73. Sport shooting
Decreased participation
Completely
stopped

Don't know
} 3

o

20 40 60 80 100
Percent
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Q72-73. Trend in participation in the following over
the past 5 years.
(Nonresident)

25

Increased

N

Remained about

the same
Q72. Hunting
participation
O Q73. Sport shooting
Decreased participation
3
Completely
topped
stoppe 4

(@)

Don't know
]5

o

20 40 60 80 100
Percent
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PLANS TO HUNT

» Roughly two-thirds of lapsed hunters, both resident and non-resident, indicated that they plan
to hunt in New Hampshire in the future.

» An overwhedming mgority of non-resident lapsed hunters (88%) indicated that they plan to
hunt outside of New Hampshire in the future; 23% of resident lapsed hunters indicated that
they plan to hunt outside of New Hampshire in the future.

Q19. Do you plan to hunt in New Hampshire in the
future?

Yes

62

Resident (n=261)
O Non-resident (n=282)

20

11

Don't know

o

20 40 60 80 100
Percent
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14

Yes

Don't know

Hampshire in the future?

64

13

88

o

20 40 60
Percent

80

100

Q29. Do you plan to hunt outside of New

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)
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REASONS FOR NOT HUNTING IN NEW HAMPSHIRE

» Time obligations—both from work and family—were the most important factors in decisons
not to hunt in New Hampshirein the past 5 years. Persona hedlth and lesstime available
were aso important factors. Among non-resident lapsed hunters, cost of licenseswas an
important factor.

» Respondents were asked about 31 factors that could have influenced their decision not to
hunt in New Hampshire. The factors with the highest percentage saying it srongly
influenced their decision not to hunt in New Hampshire are work obligations and family
obligations, aswell as cost of licenses for non-resident lapsed hunters. Lack of access and
lack of placesto hunt were important factors. Persona hedth was important, as well.
Findly, other people violaing game laws and poor behavior of other hunters were ranked
right behind persond hedth (however, the reason, “not enough game law enforcement
efforts” was next-to-lagt in the ranking of factors that strongly influenced their decision not
to hunt).

The least important factors were finding a place to buy alicense, harassment by anti-
hunters, too grict game law enforcement efforts, the feding of causing pain to animals,
and concern over endangering anima populations.
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Multiple Responses Allowed

Q34. What are the main reasons you [chose not to
hunt/have chosen not to hunt] in New Hampshire
[in the years you did not hunt in New Hampshire

within the past 5 years/since the last time you

hunted in New Hampshire]?

Have less time - work obligations
Have less time - family obligations
Personal health/age

Have less time - other

Other

Loss of interest

Lack of game animals

No one to go with

Recently relocated - not familiar with
nearby places

Cost of licenses

Don't know

Lack of places to hunt

Hunting is better out of state
Lack of access to places to hunt

Poor behavior of other hunters

Lack of information on New
Hampshire hunting in general

Mandatory hunter education
requirements

Too many hunters in the field

0

20 40 60 80 100

Percent

Resident (n=261)
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Multiple Responses Allowed

Q34. What are the main reasons you [chose not to
hunt/have chosen not to hunt] in New Hampshire
[in the years you did not hunt in New Hampshire

within the past 5 years/since the last time you
hunted in New Hampshire]?

Have less time - work obligations

Have less time - family obligations

Personal health/age

Have less time - other

Other

Loss of interest

Lack of game animals

No one to go with

Recently relocated - not familiar with nearby
places

Cost of licenses

Don't know

Lack of places to hunt

Hunting is better out of state

Lack of access to places to hunt

Poor behavior of other hunters

Lack of information on NH hunting in general

Mandatory hunter education requirements

40 60

Percent

80 100

Resident (n=261) |
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Multiple Responses Allowed

Q34. What are the main reasons you [chose not to
hunt/have chosen not to hunt] in New Hampshire
[in the years you did not hunt in New Hampshire

within the past 5 years/since the last time you

hunted in New Hampshire]?

Have less time - work obligations

Other

Cost of licenses

Have less time - family obligations

Recently relocated - not familiar with
nearby places

Personal health/age

Have less time - other

Lack of game animals

Don't know

No one to go with

Hunting is better out of state

Lack of places to hunt

Lack of information on New
Hampshire hunting in general

Lack of access to places to hunt

23

22

ONon-resident (n=282) |
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Q38-69. Percent who said the following strongly
influenced their decision to not hunt in NH.

Part 1.

Q64. Work obligations

Q65. Family obligations

Q39. Lack of access

Q38. Lack of places to hunt

Q63. Personal health

Q58. Other people violating game laws

Q56. Poor behavior of other hunters

Q54. Lack of places to target shoot or to
practice shooting

Q59. Too many hunters in the field

Q43. Lack of game

Q69. A loss of interest in hunting

Q52. The cost of licenses

Q66. Not having anyone to hunt with

Q57. Interference from other
recreationists not including hunters

Q60. Fear of injury by another hunter

and/or general hunting safety 11

%)
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40 60
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80

100

Resident (n=261) |
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Q38-69. Percent who said the following strongly
influenced their decision to not hunt in NH.

Q51. Mandatory hunter education
requirements

Q61. Other people's negative opinions
toward hunting

Q41. Lack of information on hunting on
private lands

Q45. Pollution or litter

Q48. Bag limits/season lengths

Q44. Lack of trophy game

Q47. Changes in regulations

Q42. Lack of information on hunting on
public lands

Q46. Complex regulations

Q49. Too strict game law enforcement
efforts

Q53. The cost of hunting equipment

Q67. Concern over endangering animal
populations

Q68. The feeling of causing pain to
animals

Q62. Harassment by anti-hunters

Q50. Not enough game law enforcement
efforts

Q40. Finding a place to buy licenses

Part 2.

40 60
Percent

80

100

Resident (n=261) |
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Q38-69. Percent who said the following strongly
influenced their decision to not hunt in NH.
Part 1.

Q64. Work obligations 29

Q52. The cost of licenses

|23

Q65. Family obligations

21

Q63. Personal health 17
Q39. Lack of access 11

Q38. Lack of places to hunt :I 10

Q58. Other people violating game laws :I 10

Q43. Lack of game :I 10

Q66. Not having anyone to hunt with :l 9

Q41. Lack of information on hunting on :l 7

private lands

Q47. Changes in regulations

Q56. Poor behavior of other hunters

Q51. Mandatory hunter education
requirements

Q42. Lack of information on hunting on
public lands

Q59. Too many hunters in the field

7
7
7
7
e
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Percent

80

100

ONon-resident (n=282) |
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Q38-69. Percent who said the following strongly
influenced their decision to not hunt in NH.

Part 2.

Q54. Lack of places to target shoot or to :l 6

practice shooting

Q61. Other people's negative opinions :| 5

toward hunting

Q48. Bag limits/season lengths :| 5

Q46. Complex regulations :| 5

Q60. Fear of injury by another hunter :l 5

and/or general hunting safety

Q57. Interference from other :| 4

recreationists not including hunters

Q44. Lack of trophy game :| 4

Q53. The cost of hunting equipment :| 4

Q49. Too strict game law enforcement
efforts

Q62. Harassment by anti-hunters

Q67. Concern over endangering animal
populations

Q69. A loss of interest in hunting

Q45. Pollution or litter
Q68. The feeling of causing pain to
animals

] 4
|4

Q50. Not enough game law enforcement
efforts

Q40. Finding a place to buy licenses
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80

100
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Q38-69. Percent who said the following strongly
influenced their decision to not hunt in NH.
Part 1.

Q64. Work obligations

Q65. Family obligations

Q39. Lack of access 31 18

Q38. Lack of places to hunt 5)18

Q63. Personal health 3218

Q58. Other people violating game laws 510]-7

Q56. Poor behavior of other hunters E 1

practice shooting

Q54. Lack of places to target shoot or to r 15
6

Q59. Too many hunters in the field

Q69. A loss of interest in hunting

Q52. The cost of licenses

6

14
Q43. Lack of game 5_0

13

2

W)

14

D
Q66. Not having anyone to hunt with 591‘-

Q57. Interference from other , 11
4

recreationists not including hunters

Q60. Fear of injury by another hunter T 11
5

and/or general hunting safety
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Q38-69. Percent who said the following strongly
influenced their decision to not hunt in NH.
Part 2.

Q51. Mandatory hunter education ! 10
7

requirements

Q61. Other people's negative opinions 5 9
toward hunting 5

Q41. Lack of information on hunting on E 9
private lands 7

Q45. Pollution or litter 2 8

Q48. Bag limits/season lengths 558

Q44. Lack of trophy game 547

QA47. Changes in regulations 7

Q42. Lack of information on hunting on 7
public lands 7

Q46. Complex regulations !57

Q49. Too strict game law enforcement T 7
efforts

Q53. The cost of hunting equipment 547

Q67. Concern over endangering animal , 6
populations 3

Q68. The feeling of causing pain to , 5
animals 2

Q62. Harassment by anti-hunters !E

Q50. Not enough game law enforcement F 4
efforts 1

Q40. Finding a place to buy licenses rls
1
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80

100

Resident (n=261)
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Q38-69. Percent who said the following strongly or
moderately influenced their decision to not hunt in

NH.

Part 1.

Q64. Work obligations

Q65. Family obligations

Q69. A loss of interest in hunting

Q56. Poor behavior of other hunters

Q39. Lack of access

Q59. Too many hunters in the field

Q38. Lack of places to hunt

Q54. Lack of places to target shoot or to
practice shooting

Q60. Fear of injury by another hunter and/or
general hunting safety

Q58. Other people violating game laws

Q52. The cost of licenses

Q63. Personal health

Q66. Not having anyone to hunt with

QA43. Lack of game

Q57. Interference from other recreationists

not including hunters 27

58
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80

100
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Q38-69. Percent who said the following strongly or
moderately influenced their decision to not hunt in

NH.
Part 2.

Q41. Lack of information on hunting on
private lands

Q42. Lack of information on hunting on
public lands

Q47. Changes in regulations

Q61. Other people's negative opinions
toward hunting

Q48. Bag limits/season lengths

Q53. The cost of hunting equipment

Q46. Complex regulations

Q44. Lack of trophy game

Q45. Pollution or litter

Q51. Mandatory hunter education
requirements

Q67. Concern over endangering animal
populations

Q68. The feeling of causing pain to animals

Q50. Not enough game law enforcement
efforts

Q49. Too strict game law enforcement
efforts

Q62. Harassment by anti-hunters

Q40. Finding a place to buy licenses

40 60
Percent

80

100

Resident (n=261) |
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Q38-69. Percent who said the following strongly or
moderately influenced their decision to not hunt in

Q64. Work obligations

Q65. Family obligations

Q52. The cost of licenses

Q39. Lack of access

Q38. Lack of places to hunt

Q43. Lack of game

Q66. Not having anyone to hunt with

Q63. Personal health

Q41. Lack of information on hunting on
private lands

Q42. Lack of information on hunting on
public lands

Q57. Interference from other recreationists
not including hunters

Q58. Other people violating game laws

Q44. Lack of trophy game

Q56. Poor behavior of other hunters

Q59. Too many hunters in the field

NH.

Part 1.

|51

| 44

|43

|31

| 29

20
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|25
| 24
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|21
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Q38-69. Percent who said the following strongly or
moderately influenced their decision to not hunt in

NH.
Part 2.

Q60. Fear of injury by another hunter and/or :l 1

general hunting safety

Q47. Changes in regulations 1
Q48. Bag limits/season lengths 1

Q46. Complex regulations 1

Q61. Other people's negative opinions :l 1

toward hunting

Q54. Lack of places to target shoot or to :l
1

practice shooting

Q69. A loss of interest in hunting 1

Q51. Mandatory hunter education :l 11
4

requirements

Q67. Concern over endangering animal :l
12

populations

Q53. The cost of hunting equipment 11

Q62. Harassment by anti-hunters 10

Q45. Pollution o litter | |9

Q49. Too strict game law enforcement :l 8

efforts

Q68. The feeling of causing pain to animals :l 7

Q50. Not enough game law enforcement :| 7

efforts

Q40. Finding a place to buy licenses :| 7

2]

ONon-resident (n=282) |
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80
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Q38-69. Percent who said the following strongly or
moderately influenced their decision to not hunt in
NH.
Part 1.

Q64. Work obligations

Q65. Family obligations

Q69. A loss of interest in hunting

Q56. Poor behavior of other hunters

Q39. Lack of access

Q59. Too many hunters in the field

Q38. Lack of places to hunt

Q54. Lack of places to target shoot or to
practice shooting

Q60. Fear of injury by another hunter and/or
general hunting safety

Q58. Other people violating game laws

Q52. The cost of licenses

Q63. Personal health

Q66. Not having anyone to hunt with

Q43. Lack of game

Q57. Interference from other recreationists
not including hunters

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)
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Q38-69. Percent who said the following strongly or
moderately influenced their decision to not hunt in
NH.
Part 2.

Q41. Lack of information on hunting on
private lands

Q42. Lack of information on hunting on
public lands

25
22

24
21

Q47. Changes in regulations 51168

Q61. Other people's negative opinions 5 17
1

toward hunting

Q48. Bag limits/season lengths 5]%

Q53. The cost of hunting equipment 51

Q46. Complex regulations

Q44. Lack of trophy game

6

16
1

Q45. Pollution or litter

Q51. Mandatory hunter education 3 16
1

requirements

Q67. Concern over endangering animal
populations

Q68. The feeling of causing pain to animals

Q50. Not enough game law enforcement
efforts

Q49. Too strict game law enforcement
efforts

Q62. Harassment by anti-hunters

=
o1

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Q40. Finding a place to buy licenses ﬁ
1
0

20

40 60
Percent

80

100



New Hampshire Lapsed Hunter Survey

31

Q38-69. Percent who said the following did not
influence their decision to not hunt in NH.

Part 1.

Q40. Finding a place to buy licenses

Q62. Harassment by anti-hunters

Q49. Too strict game law enforcement
efforts

Q68. The feeling of causing pain to animals

Q67. Concern over endangering animal
populations

Q45. Pollution or litter

Q50. Not enough game law enforcement
efforts

Q51. Mandatory hunter education
requirements

Q48. Bag limits/season lengths

Q53. The cost of hunting equipment

Q61. Other people's negative opinions
toward hunting

Q44. Lack of trophy game

Q46. Complex regulations

QA47. Changes in regulations

Q42. Lack of information on hunting on
public lands

Percent

100

Resident (n=261) |
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Q38-69. Percent who said the following did not
influence their decision to not hunt in NH.

Part 2.

Q41. Lack of information on hunting on
private lands

Q57. Interference from other recreationists
not including hunters

Q66. Not having anyone to hunt with

QA43. Lack of game

Q63. Personal health

Q58. Other people violating game laws

Q52. The cost of licenses

Q60. Fear of injury by another hunter and/or
general hunting safety

Q54. Lack of places to target shoot or to
practice shooting

Q38. Lack of places to hunt

Q59. Too many hunters in the field

Q39. Lack of access

Q56. Poor behavior of other hunters

Q69. A loss of interest in hunting

Q65. Family obligations

Q64. Work obligations
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Q38-69. Percent who said the following did not
influence their decision to not hunt in NH.

Part 1.

Q40. Finding a place to buy licenses

Q68. The feeling of causing pain to animals

Q49. Too strict game law enforcement

efforts

Q45. Pollution or litter

Q62. Harassment by anti-hunters

Q50. Not enough game law enforcement

efforts

Q53. The cost of hunting equipment

Q67. Concern over endangering animal

populations

Q51. Mandatory hunter education

requirements

Q69. A loss of interest in hunting

Q48. Bag limits/season lengths

Q61. Other people's negative opinions

toward hunting

Q46. Complex regulations

Q60. Fear of injury by another hunter and/or

| 83

general hunting safety

Q59. Too many hunters in the field

|83

| ONon-resident (n=282) |
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Q38-69. Percent who said the following did not
influence their decision to not hunt in NH.
Part 2.

Q54. Lack of places to target shoot or to

practice shooting | | ‘ | 81

Q56. Poor behavior of other hunters 80

Q57. Interference from other recreationists |

not including hunters | | ‘ 8

Q44. Lack of trophy game |78

Q58. Other people violating game laws |78

Q47. Changes in regulations | V7

Q63. Personal health | 76

Q42. Lack of information on hunting on
public lands | | ‘

| ONon-resident (n=282) |

Q66. Not having anyone to hunt with | 74

Q41. Lack of information on hunting on
private lands | | ‘

Q43. Lack of game |69

Q38. Lack of places to hunt |69

Q309. Lack of access | 68

Q52. The cost of licenses

Q65. Family obligations |55

Q64. Work obligations | 48
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Q38-69. Percent who said the following did not
influence their decision to not hunt in NH.

Q40. Finding a place to buy licenses

Q62. Harassment by anti-hunters

Q49. Too strict game law enforcement
efforts

Q68. The feeling of causing pain to animals

Q67. Concern over endangering animal
populations

Q45. Pollution or litter

Q50. Not enough game law enforcement
efforts

Q51. Mandatory hunter education
requirements

Q48. Bag limits/season lengths

Q53. The cost of hunting equipment

Q61. Other people's negative opinions
toward hunting

Q44. Lack of trophy game

Q46. Complex regulations &18813
Q47. Changes in regulations “

Q42. Lack of information on hunting on
public lands

Part 1.
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Q38-69. Percent who said the following did not
influence their decision to not hunt in NH.
Part 2.

Q41. Lack of information on hunting on
private lands

Q57. Interference from other recreationists
not including hunters

Q66. Not having anyone to hunt with ﬁ{%ﬁl

Hl‘z
78

Q43. Lack of game ﬁ

Q63. Personal health

Q58. Other people violating game laws Hﬁ% 78

Q52. The cost of licenses

Q60. Fear of injury by another hunter and/or
general hunting safety

Q54. Lack of places to target shoot or to H&

practice shooting

70
69

0]
6

6

67

183

181

Q38. Lack of places to hunt ﬁ_ﬁ

Q59. Too many hunters in the field

Q39. Lack of access

Q56. Poor behavior of other hunters

Q69. A loss of interest in hunting

Q65. Family obligations

C 2
Q64. Work obligations #ﬁ 48
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ATTITUDES TOWARD HUNTING
» Non-resdent lgpsed hunters rated the importance of hunting to themselves (8.6 mean) higher
than did resident Iapsed hunters (6.3 mean).

» Regdent lgpsed hunters are fairly evenly split between rating themsdlves asintermediate
(41%) and rating themselves as advanced (47%) hunters. Non-resident lapsed hunters were
more likely than were resident lapsed hunters to rate themsalves as advanced (66%) hunters.
Very few rated themselves as a beginner.

Q70. Overall, how would you rate the importance of
hunting to you personally, on a scale of 1 to 10,
where 1is not at all important and 10 is very
important?

Resident
(n=260)

Non-resident
(n=282)

o
N
D
(]
(e0]

10

Mean rating
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Beginner

Intermediate

Advanced

Don't know

Q71. How would you rate your expertise as a

Percent

hunter?
12
1
31
47
66
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0 20 40 60 80

100

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)
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HUNTING CHARACTERISTICS

HUNTING COMPANIONS

» Thetop usud hunting companions for resdent and non-resident |gpsed hunters were friends,
closdly followed by immediate family. About afifth (21% of resdent and 17% of non
resdent lapsed hunters) usudly hunted done.

Q76. With whom did you usually hunt in New
Hampshire?

Héﬂs

Friends

56
Immediate

family (spouse, 43
son, daughter, 41

sibling, parent)

8 No one/l hunt 21
E alone 17
< ]
1%
3 Extended family -
S (grandparent, 11 Resident (n=261)
S aunt/uncle, 10 ONon-resident (n=282)
o] cousin, etc.)
04
Qo
o
E E
= Other
=
1
Don't know
1

Club members

o

20 40 60 80 100
Percent
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EQUIPMENT

> Rifles and dhotguns were the most typical sporting devices used in hunting in New
Hampshire. Among resident lapsed hunters, 20% used bow and arrows, and 14% used a
muzzleloader. Non-resident lapsed hunters used bow and arrows at the same rate (20%), but
they were much more likdly to have used a muzzleoader (32%) than were resident |gpsed

hunters.
Q79. What types of sporting devices did you
usually use when you were hunting in New
Hampshire within the past 5 years?
, 72
72
Shotgun
3 14
g Muzzleloader -—
o 32
<
3
(%] N
S Bow and -20 W Resident (n=261)
e arrow 20 O Non-resident (n=282)
i
(]
=
= Pistol or 6
§ handgun | |3
1
Other
2
2
Crossbow 1
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HUNTING LOCATIONS

>

Public land and private land together play an important role in New Hampshire hunting, with
private land being just dightly more important. Most commonly, respondents said they
hunted on each type of land about equaly.

Private lands owned by paper and/or timber companies are quite important in New
Hampshire: 29% of resident lgpsed hunters and 41% of non-resident lapsed hunters had
hunted on those lands in the past 5 years. “Other private lands’ were aso important. Among
public lands, State Forests were important.

A mgority of lgpsed hunters indicated that they typicaly had waked or hiked on atrail to
get to aplace to hunt in New Hampshire; very few had used an ATV. A scattered few had
used a boat or had ridden a horse.

A substantial percentage of hunting tripsin New Hampshire that lapsed hunters had taken
involved off-highway driving: 39% of resdent and 58% of non-resident lapsed hunters.

A large mgority of nonresident lapsed hunters (72%) and a substantial percentage of
resdent lapsed hunters (30%) said that their typica hunting trip in New Hampshire involved
an overnight stay.

A mgority of resdent lgpsed hunters indicated that the place they usudly hunt in New
Hampshire isless than 30 miles from home. However, non-resident lgpsed hunters indicated
that the place they usudly hunt in New Hampshire is farther from home: half said thet the
placeis 100 miles or more from home. The means are 39 miles from home for resident
lapsed hunters and 169 miles from home for non-resident lapsed hunters. The graph for the
last place hunted is dso shown in addition to the graph of the typical place hunted.

Characteristics of the area are a greater motivation than is the convenience of getting to the
areaiin the choice of ahunting location. Nonetheless, substantia percentages said that both
about equaly play arolein their choice of a place to hunt in New Hampshire.
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> Hnaly, inalig of factors that hunters consider in deciding on a place to hunt, the highest
ranked factors were the amount and types of game believed to be in the area and the ease of
access and familiarity with the lands. For resdent lapsed hunters, this list of top factors dso
included the closeness to home; among non-resident lapsed hunters, this was not as important
in favor of the aesthetic qualities of the area.
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Q81. When you were hunting in New Hampshire

within the past 5 years, did you hunt primarily on

Public land

Private land

Both about
equally

Don't know b

3p
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public land, private land, or both about equally?
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Multiple Responses Allowed

Q83. When you were hunting in New Hampshire
within the past 5 years, did you hunt on any of the
following types of land?

Other private lands

State Forests

Private lands owned by
paper or timber companies

State Parks

Federal lands

Other state tracts

Wildlife Management Areas

None of these

Don't know
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Multiple Responses Allowed

Q85. Thinking of when you did hunt in New
Hampshire, please indicate all of the modes of
transportation you typically used to get to a place

Car/truck/SUV/
motorcycle

Walk/hike on a
trail

ATV (e.g., 3-
wheeler, 4-
wheeler)

Boat

Horseback

Commercial
transport (e.g.,
bus, plane)

Chartered
transport (e.g.,
van provided by

outfitters)

Did not hunt in
New Hampshire

Other

to hunt in New Hampshire.

© o o o © o

© o

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)
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Q87. Did your typical hunting trip in New
Hampshire include off-highway driving in a
truck/SUV, not including an ATV?

Yes

41

o
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Resident (n=261)
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Q88. Did your typical hunting trip in New
Hampshire involve an overnight stay?

Yes

72

69

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

28

Don't know

o
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Q89. About how far away from your home, in miles,
Is the place you typically hunt in New Hampshire?

100 miles or
more

90-99 miles

80-89 miles

70-79 miles

60-69 miles

50-59 miles

40-49 miles

30-39 miles

20-29 miles

10-19 miles

1-9 miles

0 miles

Don't know how
many miles

|50
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40 60

Percent

80

100

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Means:
Resident 39.2
Non-resident 169.1
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Q90. About how far away from your home, in miles,
Is the place you last hunted in New Hampshire?

100 miles or
more

90-99 miles

80-89 miles

70-79 miles

60-69 miles

50-59 miles

40-49 miles

30-39 miles

20-29 miles

10-19 miles

1-9 miles

0 miles

Don't know how
many miles

_ 11 |
50
3
4
-
16
15
F 34
6
1
1
1
0 20 40 60 80

Percent

100

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Means:
Resdent 33.3
Non-resident 182.7
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Q91. In deciding on a hunting location in New

Hampshire, are you more motivated by the
characteristics of the area (e.g., plentiful game,

aesthetic considerations) or by the convenience of

Characteristics
of the area

Convenience of
getting to the
area

Both about
equally

Does not hunt
in NH

Don't know

getting to the hunting area?

Percent

—
50
26
22
32
25
0
1
3
2
0 20 40 60 80

100

Resident (n=261)

ONon-resident (n=282)
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Multiple Responses Allowed

Q93. In deciding on alocation to hunt, please
indicate which of the following are important

Amount of game you
believe to be in the
area

Close to home

Type of game
available on the
lands

Familiarity with the
lands

Ease of access to
the hunting lands

Aesthetic qualities of
the area

Ownership of the
hunting lands (e.g.,
public/private lands)

You own the land

Far from home

Amenities available
on or near the lands

Availability of
camping/lodging on
or near the lands

None of these

considerations.

I—

e

57
_ 67

74

40 60

Percent

80

100

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)
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SPECIES HUNTED
» White-tailed deer were the species of choice for overwhelming mgorities of resdent and

non-resident lapsed hunters when they had hunted in New Hampshire. Among resident
lapsed hunters, other important species included ruffed grouse, ring-necked pheasant, and
cottontail rabbit. Among non-resident lapsed hunters, other important species included
ruffed grouse and black bear.
Note that non-resident lapsed hunters were more likely than were resdent lapsed hunters
to have hunted black bear or moose.

»  When asked directly whether they had hunted small game in New Hampshire within the past
5 years, 42% of resident and 25% of non-resident lgpsed hunters indicated that they had.
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Multiple Responses Allowed

Q99. Of all species, including both big and small
game, which species did you hunt in New

White-tailed deer
Ruffed grouse
Ring-necked pheasant
Cottontail rabbit
Black bear
Woodcock
Ducks

Gray squirrel
Snowshoe hare
Wild turkey
Coyote

Other

Raccoon

Moose

Geese

Fisher

Red fox

Gray fox

Hampshire in the past 5 years?

80

87

40 60
Percent

80

100

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)
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Q97. When you were hunting in New Hampshire
within the past 5 years, did you hunt small game?

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Yes
25
57
No
74

0
Don't know

0

0 20 40 60 80

Percent
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HUNTER EDUCATION

» Large mgorities of resdent and non-resident lapsed hunters had taken a hunter education
course. Of those who had taken a course, 75% among resident lapsed hunters had taken a
course in New Hampshire, and 13% among nonresident lgpsed hunters had taken acoursein
New Hampshire. The other states in which respondents had taken hunter education courses
are shown; other New England states are prominent on the list, dong with New Y ork.
(Those who took a course in New Hampshire were asked a series of questions about that
course; those results are discussed in the section of the report, “ Rating of the New Hampshire
Fish and Game Department.”)

Q167. Have you ever taken a hunter education
course?

Yes
73

28

Resident (n=261)

No CINon-resident (n=282)

Don't know

40 60 80 100

Percent

o
N
o
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Q169. In which state(s) did you take a hunter
education course? (Asked of those who have taken
a hunter education course.)

13

Resident (n=183)
ONon-resident (n=205)

Multiple Responses Allowed

Other

91

o

20 40 60 80 100
Percent
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Q170. Other states in which respondents had taken

hunter education courses.

(Both resident and nonresident lapsed hunters

Massachusetts
Vermont
Maine
Connecticut
New York
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
Virginia

Ohio
Wisconsin
California
Colorado
Florida

New Jersey

West Virginia

combined.)

Resident and Nonresident
Lapsed Hunters (n=231)

The following states
each had a single
respondent who had
taken a hunter education
course there:

lllinois, Maryland,
Minnesota, Missouri,
Nebraska, North

60 80
Percent

100

Carolina.
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SATISFACTION WITH HUNTING OVERALL AND WITH
HUNTING FOR VARIOUS SPECIES

» Ovedl, stigfaction with hunting in New Hampshire in the past 5 yearswas high: 86% of
resident lapsed hunters and 94% of non-resident lapsed hunters were very or somewhat
satisfied with their hunting experiences in New Hampshire over the past 5 years.

10% of resident and 4% of nonresident lapsed hunters were dissatisfied (for non-resident
lapsed hunters, rounding causes the graphs to appear to sum to 3%).

> Although the number of participants was somewhat low (10 resident and 23 non-resident
lapsed hunters), moose hunting was one of the most satisfying species to hunt in New
Hampshire—it was the top answer among resident lapsed hunters and the second answer
among non-resident lapsed hunters for percent very satisfied. For resident lapsed hunters,
raccoon hunting was the second-ranked species that was very satisfying to hunt, although the
number of participants was low. Also highin the percent being very satisfied among resident
lapsed hunters were gray squirrdl, black bear, wild turkey, and white-tailed deer. Among
non-resident lapsed hunters, wild turkey hunting had the highest percentage being very
satisfied, just above moose hunting. Other species that had high percentages of non-resident
lapsed hunters saying that they were very satisfied were ring-necked pheasant, snowshoe
hare, white-tailed deer, ruffed grouse, and cottontail rabbit.
The highest percentages saying they were very dissatisfied were for snowshoe hare
hunting (22% of resident and 8% of nonresident lgpsed hunters were very dissatisfied),
cottontail rabbit hunting (18% of resident and 6% of norresident lapsed hunters),
woodcock hunting (14% of resident and 4% of non-resident lapsed hunters), and moose
hunting (10% of resident lgpsed hunters).
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Q120. Overall, were you satisfied or dissatisfied
with your hunting experiences in New Hampshire
over the past 5 years?

49

|

Very satisfied
59

Somewhat
satisfied

w FXY
OT Ny

Neither
satisfied nor
dissatisfied

—
N

Somewhat
dissatisfied

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

-

Very
dissatisfied

-

(@)

Don't know

Did not huntin |1
the last 5 years

o

20 40 60 80 100

Percent



New Hampshire Lapsed Hunter Survey

Q101-117. Percent who were very satisfied with
their hunting in NH for the following:

Q110. Moose
hunting

Q102. Raccoon
hunting

Q113. Gray squirrel

hunting

Q101. Black bear

hunting

Q114. Wild turkey

hunting
Q105. White-tailed
deer hunting
Q116. Duck hunting
Q111. Ring-necked
pheasant hunting

Q117. Goose
hunting

Q108. Ruffed
grouse hunting

Q103. Cottontail
rabbit hunting

Q115. Woodcock
hunting

Q104. Coyote
hunting

Q109. Snowshoe
hare hunting

# 70
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42
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Note that gray fox,
red fox, and fisher
are not included on
graph because of
the low number of
respondents. Also,
non-resident
percentages are
not included
because of the low
number of
respondents for
raccoon, gray
squirrel, ducks, and
geese.
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Q101-117. Percent who were very or somewhat
satisfied with their hunting in NH for the following:

Q102. Raccoon | O |

hunting

Q117. Goose hunting

Q116. Duck hunting

Q105. White-tailed
deer hunting

Q110. Moose hunting HSO_‘ o5

Q113. Gray squirrel
hunting

Q114. Wild turkey
hunting

Q108. Ruffed grouse
hunting

Q111. Ring-necked ﬂl
Hﬁ_‘ 2k

pheasant hunting

Q109. Snowshoe
hare hunting
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55

_ 165
Q101. Black bear ﬂl

74

*@

| | |—| 67
I I I

0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent

Resident
ONon-resident

Note that gray fox,
red fox, and fisher
are not included on
graph because of
the low number of
respondents. Also,
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Q101-117. Percent who were very dissatisfied with
their hunting in NH for the following:

Q109. Snowshoe
hare hunting

Q103. Cottontail
rabbit hunting

Q115. Woodcock
hunting

Q102. Raccoon [N 9

hunting

Q111. Ring-necked
pheasant hunting

Q104. Coyote hunting

Q108. Ruffed grouse
hunting

Q105. White-tailed
deer hunting

Q101. Black bear
hunting

Q113. Gray squirrel
hunting

Q114. Wild turkey
hunting

Q116. Duck hunting

Q117. Goose hunting

T 22
[
? 14

Q110. Moose hunting o- 10

i °
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18

20

40 60
Percent

80

100

Resident
CONon-resident

Note that gray fox,
red fox, and fisher
are not included on
graph because of
the low number of
respondents. Also,
non-resident
percentages are
not included
because of the low
number of
respondents for
raccoon, gray
squirrel, ducks, and
geese.
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Q101-117. Percent who were somewhat or very
dissatisfied with their hunting in NH for the
following:

Q109. Snowshoe 33
hare hunting 8
Q103. Cottontail 32
rabbit hunting 8
Q101. Black bear 25
hunting 10

Resident

Q115. Woodcock T 23 ONon-resident
hunting 13

Q108. Ruffed grouse : 19

hunting 19

Q111. Ring-necked 5 18
pheasant hunting 12

Q104. Coyote hunting 13 Note that gray fox,
: 8 red fox, and fisher
T are not included on
Q114. wild turkey [N 12
hunting 0 %raylah becal:)se 01]:
- the low number o
Q105. V\Ilqhite_-tailed 5911 respondents. Also,
deer hunting | non-resident
, 10 percentages are
110. Moose huntin .
Q 9114 not included
0102. Raccoon | 9 because of the low
hunting number of
T respondents for
i squirrel, ducks, and
Q116. Duck hunting il 5 geese.

Q117. Goose hunting 0

o
N
o
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GAME LAW VIOLATIONS

» Overwhdming mgorities of resdent and non-resident lapsed hunters had not witnessed any
game law violaionsin the past 5 years. Of those who had seen one, roughly half reported
the violation. Typica reasons for not reporting a violation included not being able to prove
it/not being able to identify culprit and the bdlief that the violation was minor. Only two

respondents cited trouble contacting a warden.

Q94. When you were hunting in New Hampshire
within the past 5 years, did you witness any game
law violations?

11
Yes
6
87
N Resident (n=261)
0 O Non-resident (n=282)
93
| :
Don't know
1
0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent
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Q95. Did you report the game law violations that
you saw? (Asked of those who witnessed a game
law violation within the past 5 years while hunting

in New Hampshire.)

Yes
59
43
No Resident (n=30)
O Non-resident (n=17)
41
I7
Don't know
0
0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent
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RATING OF THE NEW HAMPSHIRE FISH AND GAME
DEPARTMENT

RATING AT PROVIDING HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES
> Ratings of the Department’ s efforts to provide hunting opportunities in New Hampshire were
farly postive: large mgorities of resident and non-resident lapsed hunters gave an excellent
or good rating. There was little variation between resident and non-resident Iapsed hunters.
Very low percentages gave a poor rating.

Q118. Overall, how would you rate the New
Hampshire Fish and Game Department's efforts to
provide hunting opportunities in New Hampshire?
Would you say they do an excellent, good, fair, or

poor job?

31
Excellent
36
43
Good
43
15 W Resident (n=261)
Eair ONon-resident (n=282)
10
3
Poor
2
7
Don't know
9

o
N
o

40 60 80 100
Percent



New Hampshire Lapsed Hunter Survey 67

RATING AT MANAGING/CONSERVING WILDLIFE
» Raings of the Department’ s efforts to manage and conserve the state’ swildlife were a'so

fairly postive large mgorities of resdent and non-resident lapsed hunters gave an excellent
or good rating to this effort. There wasllittle variation between resident and non-resident
lapsed hunters,

Very low percentages gave a poor rating.

Q119. Overall, would you say the New Hampshire
Fish and Game Department does an excellent,
good, fair, or poor job in managing and conserving
the state's wildlife?

36
Excellent
37
43
Good
41

13 WmResident (n=261)
Fair . ONon-resident (n=282)
4
Poor
1

5
Don't know
13

40 60 80 100
Percent

o
N
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RATING AT PROVIDING HUNTER EDUCATION

» Theovedl rating of the Department at providing hunter education was poditive: of those
who gave arating (i.e, they did not answer, “Don’t know”), excellent and good were by far
the top answers. Almost nobody gave arating of poor. Non-resident lapsed hunters were
more likely than were resident lgpsed huntersto say, “Don’t know.” For both groups of
hunters, “excellent” and “good” responses far exceeded “fair” and “poor” responses.

> All six questions regarding the ratings of the Department at various hunter educetion-rel ated
efforts were graphed together. In al cases, ahigher percentage of resident lapsed hunters
than non-resident lapsed hunters rated the efforts as excellent or good, mainly because non+
resident lapsed hunters had such high percentages answering, “Don’'t know.” Mgorities of
resident lgpsed hunters rated the Department as excellent or good at providing convenient
dates and times to take hunter education, as well asin providing hunter education courses the
respondents want or desire. Only publicizing hunter education opportunities had a notable
percentage who rated the Department as poor in that effort.

» Those who had taken a hunter education course in New Hampshire were asked to rate that
course: maorities gave an excellent rating (54% of resident and 65% of nonresident lapsed
hunters), and nearly dl remaining gave agood raing. In fact, only 1% of resdent and 0% of
non-resident lapsed hunters gave afair or poor rating.

» Resdent lapsed hunters most commonly answered, “Don’t know,” regarding the ease or
difficulty of finding aplace or time to take hunter education. Otherwise, the most common
answer was that it was naither easy nor difficult. Those saying “difficult” dightly
outnumbered those saying “easy.” The graph for non-resident lapsed huntersis aso shown,
athough only 26 non-resident lgpsed hunters had taken a hunter education course in New
Hampshire.
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Q121. How would you rate the New Hampshire Fish

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Don't know

education?
36
18
39
17
5
3
1
1
B
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and Game Department at providing hunter
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Q121-126. Percent who rated the Department as
excellent in the following:

Q121. Providing
hunter education

18

—

Q122. Providing
convenient dates to
take hunter education 1

A -l

Q123. Providing
convenient times to
take hunter education 1

21

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Q125. Providing
hunter education
courses that you want
or need

1 -B

Q126. Publicizing
hunter education
opportunities

Q124. Providing
convenient modes of
hunter education
(e.g., home study,
Internet)
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20 40 60 80 100
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Q121-126. Percent who rated the Department as
excellent or good in the following:

O
Q121. Providing 3
hunter education

Q122. Providing
convenient dates to
take hunter education

Q123. Providing
convenient times to
take hunter education

Q125. Providing
hunter education
courses that you want
or need

Q126. Publicizing
hunter education
opportunities

54
54
Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)
51
47

34
24
24
24
26
9

Q124. Providing
convenient modes of 41
hunter education
(e.g., home study, 1
Internet)
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Q121-126. Percent who rated the Department as
poor in the following:

Q126. Publicizing 10
hunter education
opportunities 2
Q123. Providing 2

convenient times to
take hunter education (|1

Q124. Providing
convenient modes of | 2
hunter education
(e.g., home study, 2

Internet) Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Q122. Providing 2
convenient dates to
take hunter education (|1
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hunter education

Q125. Providing 1
hunter education
courses that you want
or need

0 20 40 60 80 100
Percent



New Hampshire Lapsed Hunter Survey 73

Q121-126. Percent who rated the Department as fair
or poor in the following:

Q126. Publicizing 20
hunter education

opportunities

i |

Q122. Providing
convenient dates to
take hunter education
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Q123. Providing
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take hunter education

—m

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Q125. Providing
hunter education
courses that you want
or need

-

Q121. Providing
hunter education

-

Q124. Providing
convenient modes of
hunter education
(e.g., home study,
Internet)

=

0 20 40 60 80 100
Percent



New Hampshire Lapsed Hunter Survey

74

Q171. How would you rate the course you took in

New Hampshire? (Asked of those who have taken a
hunter education course in New Hampshire.)

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Don't know

65

20 40

Percent

60

80

100

Resident (n=138)
O Non-resident (n=26)
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Q172-173. Percent rating the ease or difficulty of

Easy

Difficult

Neither easy nor
difficult

Don't know

finding a:
(Resident)
12
15
17
Q172. Place to take the
hunter education course
in New Hampshire
25
0 Q173. Time to take the
26 hunter education course
in New Hampshire
47
42
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Q172-173. Percent rating the ease or difficulty of
finding a:
(Nonresident)

14
Easy
20
Difficult
12
Q172. Place to take the
| hunter education course
in New Hampshire
23
Neither easy nor .
difficult 0 Q173. Time to take the
26 hunter education course
in New Hampshire
45
Don't know
42
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Percent
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MOTIVATIONS TO HUNT AND FACTORS THAT WOULD
ENCOURAGE HUNTING

» For resdent lgpsed hunters, thinking about their hunting in New Hampshire, the top reasons
they went hunting were to be close to nature (just over 24%), for the mest (just under 24%),
and for the sport (19%). For non-resident lapsed hunters, thinking about their hunting in
New Hampshire, the top reasons they went hunting were for the sport (27%), to be with
family and/or friends (26%), and for the meat (15%). Getting a trophy was the lowest ranked

reason for both resident and non-resident lapsed hunters.

> Inan open-ended question (i.e., no answer set was read), having more time was the top
answer of factors that would get the respondent to hunt more or hunt againin New
Hampshire. Also important among nonresident lapsed hunters was cheagper licenses.

Answers related to more game of any type were low down on thelist.

» The survey asked individua questions about 25 possible motivations to encourage more
hunting in New Hampshire. The top answers among resident lgpsed hunters that would
strongly encourage them to hunt more/hunt again were having a child ask to be taken
hunting, more opportunities to hunt big game, and more opportunities to hunt on private
lands and to hunt on state-owned lands. These were smilar to the top answers among non
resident lapsed hunters. more opportunities to hunt big game, having a child ask to be taken
hunting, more opportunities to hunt on private lands, receiving an invitation from afriend,
hunting being offered as part of hisher next vacation, and more opportunities to hunt on
state-owned lands and on Wildlife Management Areas. Ancther important ansver among
non-resident lgpsed hunters was more opportunities to hunt with a muzzleloader (note that
non-resident lgpsed hunters were more likely than were resident lapsed hunters to have
hunted in New Hampshire with a muzzleloader).

The moativations with the highest percentages saying they would not encourage more
hurting involved crosshow hunting (more opportunities for crossbow hunting and hunter
education about crossbows) or waterfowl (more opportunities to hunt ducks and geese
and hunting education for waterfowl hunting).
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» Those who said that more opportunities for smal game hunting would encourage them to
hunt more or hunt again most commonly named ruffed grouse and cottontail rabbit asthe
gpecies for which they want more hunting opportunities.

» Those who said that more opportunities for big game hunting would encourage them to hunt
more or hunt again most commonly named white-tailed deer and moose as the species for

which they want more hunting opportunities.

» Those who said that more opportunities for hunting ducks and/or geese would encourage
them to hunt more or hunt again were fairly even in wanting more opportunities for ducks

and for geese.

» Those who sad that more opportunities for hunting other game would encourage them to
hunt more or hunt again most commonly named coyote, partridge, bobcat, and ring-necked
pheasant as the species for which they want more hunting opportunities.
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Q74. Thinking about hunting in New Hampshire,
which of the following would you say is the main
reason you went hunting?

To be close to 24
nature 10

For the meat

1
19
For the sport -

_ 16 Resident (n=261)
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Multiple Responses Allowed

Q130. What would it take to get you to [hunt more
in New Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?

More time

Other

Cheaper licenses

Don't Know

Better personal health

More places to hunt

Someone to go with

Nothing/l have permanently quit
More game in general

Better access to places to hunt
Fewer regulations

More big game

Less crowded hunting areas
More trophy game

Hunter education

More small game

Cheaper equipment

More waterfowl game
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Q133-166. Percent who think the following would
strongly encourage him/her to hunt more/hunt
again in New Hampshire.

Part 1.

Q134. Having your child or a neighbor's
child ask you to take him/her hunting

l
AW
~

Q151. More opportunities to hunt big i@%
game 51
Q145. More opportunities to hunt on iﬂ
private lands —| 45
Q146. More opportunities to hunt on 30
state-owned lands 40
Q133. Receiving an invitation from a i&
friend 143
Q144. Hunting being offered as a part of i&
your next vacation —| 43 Resident (n=261)
i Non-resident (n=282
Q147. More opportunities to hunt on 26 = ( )
Wildlife Management Areas 39

Q166. Having the New Hampshire Fish
and Game Department provide more
information about hunting
Q148. More opportunities to hunt small
game

N
N N
N © r\)'\)p

Q135. A hunting clinic held at a local
hunting spot

Q142. A hunting course specifically for
turkey hunting

T

Q140. A hunting course specifically for
bow hunting
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Q133-166. Percent who think the following would
strongly encourage him/her to hunt more/hunt

again in New Hampshire.

Q163. More opportunities to hunt with a bow
other than a crossbow

Q162. More opportunities to hunt with a
muzzleloader

Q165. More opportunities to take hunter
education

Q136. A lecture on hunting held at a school
or other public place

Q138. A hunting course specifically for
muzzleloading

Q139. A hunting course specifically for
modern firearms

Q161. More opportunities to hunt with
modern firearms

Q137. An online course on hunting offered
through the New Hampshire Fish and Game
Department's Website

Q154. More opportunities to hunt ducks or
geese

Q143. A hunting course specifically for
waterfowl hunting

Q141. A hunting course specifically for

crossbow hunting

Q164. More opportunities to hunt with a
crossbow

Q157. More opportunities to hunt other
species

Part 2.
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Q133-166. Percent who think the following would
strongly or moderately encourage him/her to hunt
more/hunt again in New Hampshire.

Part 1.

Q134. Having your child or a neighbor's
child ask you to take him/her hunting

IE
~N o
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Q133. Receiving an invitation from a friend
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Game Department provide more information 40
about hunting
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Q133-166. Percent who think the following would
strongly or moderately encourage him/her to hunt
more/hunt again in New Hampshire.

Part 2.

Q139. A hunting course specifically for
modern firearms

Q140. A hunting course specifically for bow
hunting

Q162. More opportunities to hunt with a
muzzleloader

Q138. A hunting course specifically for
muzzleloading

Q165. More opportunities to take hunter
education

Q137. An online course on hunting offered
through the New Hampshire Fish and Game
Department's Website

Q163. More opportunities to hunt with a bow
other than a crossbow

Q161. More opportunities to hunt with
modern firearms

Q143. A hunting course specifically for
waterfowl hunting

Q154. More opportunities to hunt ducks or
geese

Q157. More opportunities to hunt other
species

Q141. A hunting course specifically for
crossbow hunting

Q164. More opportunities to hunt with a
crossbow
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Q133-166. Percent who think the following would
not encourage him/her to hunt more/hunt again in
New Hampshire.

Q164. More opportunities to hunt with a
crossbow

Q141. A hunting course specifically for
crossbow hunting

Q154. More opportunities to hunt ducks or
geese

Q143. A hunting course specifically for
waterfowl hunting

Q157. More opportunities to hunt other
species

Q137. An online course on hunting offered
through the New Hampshire Fish and Game
Department's Website

Q163. More opportunities to hunt with a bow
other than a crossbow

Q138. A hunting course specifically for
muzzleloading

Q140. A hunting course specifically for bow
hunting

Q139. A hunting course specifically for
modern firearms

Q161. More opportunities to hunt with
modern firearms

Q165. More opportunities to take hunter
education

Part 1.
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Q133-166. Percent who think the following would
not encourage him/her to hunt more/hunt again in

New Hampshire.
Part 2.

Q136. A lecture on hunting held at a school
or other public place

Q162. More opportunities to hunt with a
muzzleloader

Q148. More opportunities to hunt small
game

Q135. A hunting clinic held at a local
hunting spot

Q142. A hunting course specifically for
turkey hunting

Q166. Having the New Hampshire Fish and
Game Department provide more information
about hunting

Q144. Hunting being offered as a part of
your next vacation

Q145. More opportunities to hunt on private
lands

Q146. More opportunities to hunt on state-
owned lands

Q151. More opportunities to hunt big game

Q147. More opportunities to hunt on Wildlife
Management Areas

Q133. Receiving an invitation from a friend

Q134. Having your child or a neighbor's
child ask you to take him/her hunting

Olen
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44
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41
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Multiple Responses Allowed

Q150. For which of these small game species
would you like to see more hunting opportunities in
New Hampshire? (Asked of those who indicated
that more opportunities to hunt small game would
encourage them to hunt more or hunt again.)

Ruffed
grouse

Cottontail
rabbit

Snowshoe
hare

Woodcock

Don't know

Other

)

4

4

63

37
23

Gray squirrel 51
0

40

60

Percent

80

100

Resident (n=109)
ONon-resident (n=118)
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Multiple Responses Allowed

Q153. For which of these big game species would
you like to see more hunting opportunities in New
Hampshire? (Asked of those who indicated that
more opportunities to hunt big game would
encourage them to hunt more or hunt again.)

|

White-tailed 64
deer 75

r

38

Moose
49

=
‘ i~

Black bear 31 Resident (n=144)

ONon-resident (n=217)

21

Wild turkey 21

1

Don't know

-

o

Other
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o

20 40 60 80 100
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Multiple Responses Allowed

Q156. Of these waterfowl, for which would you like
to see more hunting opportunities in New
Hampshire? (Asked of those who indicated that
more opportunities to hunt ducks or geese would
encourage them to hunt more or hunt again.)

Ducks

Geese

Other

62

63

w

59
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40 60

Percent

80

100

Resident (n=61)
O Non-resident (n=63)
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Multiple Responses Allowed

Q159. For which other species would you like to
see more hunting opportunities in New
Hampshire? (Asked of those who indicated that
more opportunities to hunt other species would
encourage them to hunt more or hunt again.)

Don't know A

Other 18 36

Partridge :|1L57

Bobcat 515?

: 11
Ring-necked pheasant 5 18 Resident (n=61)

513 O Non-resident (n=66)
13

Quail

Red fox &0

Woodchuck ﬂ 11

Gray fox 568

Migratory birds 11

Crow l_—:f 8

Chukar EI%
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION ABOUT HUNTING

» Word-of-mouth was the top-named source of information about hunting in New Hampshire,
when respondents had hunted there in the past. This answer was distantly followed by
license agent/sporting goods store and Department offices.

> A dight mgority of resident lapsed hunters and a higher percentage of non-resident lapsed
huntersindicated that they would be interested in more information about hunting in New
Hampshire. Direct mail and the Internet were the favored ways to be provided with
information (note that 83% of resident lapsed hunters and 67% of nonresident lapsed hunters
have Internet accessin their homes, and about a third of both groups have visited the
Department’ s Website).
Resident lgpsed hunters were mogt interested in information about places to hunt and
about hunting regulaions.
Nontresident lapsed hunters were most interested in information about places to hunt and
information about game wildlife in the Sate.
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Multiple Responses Allowed

Q175. When you hunted in New Hampshire in the
past, from what sources did you obtain information
about hunting in New Hampshire?

Word of mouth # g%

Did not obtain any information

License agent / Sporting goods store

Department offices

Other

Magazines

Hunting regulations

Internet (other than Department Web
site)

Department Web site

Newspapers

Don't know

Direct mail

Hunting organizations

NH Conservation Officer

TV

Rod and gun club

Radio
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1
3
5
2
0
b
8
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Resident (n=257)
ONon-resident (n=253)
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Q177. Would you be interested in more information
about hunting in New Hampshire? (The respondent
was told that no information would be sent and that

Yes

Don't know

29

68

o
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40 60

Percent

80

100

the question only gauged interest.)

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)
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Multiple Responses Allowed

Q182. What is the best way to provide you with
information on hunting in New Hampshire? (Asked
of those who indicated that they would be
interested in more information about hunting in
New Hampshire.)

Y ——
7
g
Internet ﬂ 29

E-mail :l :Il.46

New Hampshire Hunting Digest 536

Magazines

.|
NV

Newspaper

L :. L
o

Resident (n=147)
ONon-resident (n=191)

Other

New Hampshire Wildlife Harvest Summary

New Hampshire Small Game Summary
Report

New Hampshire Fish & Game
visitor/education centers

Don't know

New Hampshire Hunting Forecast
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Hunter safety courses
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Q184-185. Percent who have Internet access in
home and percent who visited Department

Website.
(Resident)
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W Q184. Has access to the
Internet in home

0Q185. Has visited the
Department's Website
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Q184-185. Percent who have Internet access in
home and percent who visited Department

(Nonresident)

Website.

34

40

Percent

60

80

100

W Q184. Has access to the
Internet in home

0Q185. Has visited the
Department's Website




New Hampshire Lapsed Hunter Survey

97

Multiple Responses Allowed

Q179. 1 am going to read a few topics and would
like to know for which you would like more
information. (Asked of those who indicated that
they would be interested in more information about

Information about
places to hunt

Information about
game wildlife in
the state

Information about
hunting
regulations

Information about
hunting seasons

Information about
protecting wildlife
and wildlife habitat

Hunting license
information and/or
application

Reporting a fish or
wildlife violation

None of the above

hunting in New Hampshire.)

85

_ﬁ‘
80

88

Percent

100

Resident (n=147)
ONon-resident (n=191)
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DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

» Respondents were overwhelmingly rurd or from asmadl city or town.

» Counties of residence (New Hampshire residents) are shown. The highest percentage of
lapsed huntersin the survey resded in Hillsborough, Rockingham, and Merrimack Counties.

> Respondents were overwhemingly white and not of Hispanic or Latino ethnicity.

» Respondents were fairly evenly divided between those who had gone no further than high
school, with or without obtaining a diploma, and those who had some college, with or
without obtaining a degree: among resident lgpsed hunters, 47% had gone no further than
high school, and 49% (rounding causes the graphs to appear to sum to 48%) had some
college; among non-resident |apsed hunters, 46% (rounding causes the graphs to appear to
sum to 45%) had gone no further than high school, and 51% had some college.

» Pre-tax household incomes of respondents followed a bell curve, in generd, with the pegk in
the $40,000 to $59,999 category.

> Ages of respondents followed abell curve, with the pesk in the 45-54 years old category.

» Respondents were overwhemingly mae.
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Q187. Do you consider your place of residence to
be in a big city or urban area, a suburban area, a
small city or town, or a rural area?

A big city or
urban area

Suburban area

Small city or
town

Rural area

Refused

.
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40 60

Percent

80

100

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)
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Q188. What is your county of residence? (Asked of
New Hampshire residents.)
Belknap h?

CmmHIZ

Cheshire .7

Coos .7
Grafton -11
Hillsborough -.L8
Merrimack -1!'
Rockingham -16
Strafford -8

Sullivan F 9
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Q190. What is your race or ethnic background?

White or 88
Caucasian 93
Black or
African-
American 0

Asian or Pacific |0
Islander 0

Native |1 Resident (n=261)
American ([ 1 ONon-resident (n=282)

Don't know

2
Other 5

8
Refused ,
4

o

20 40 60 80 100
Percent
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Q189. Are you of Hispanic or Latino ethnicity?

| 2
Yes
0
97
| Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)
0
Don't know
0
7
Refused
3
0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent
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Q192. What is the highest grade level you have
completed?

Grades 1
through 12, but 10
no high school 6
diploma
High school 37
graduate or 39
equivalent
Some college,
trade, or 23
business 21
school
College 20 Resident (n=261)
graduate 20 ONon-resident (n=282)
Graduate or 5
professional
degree 10
0
Don't know
0
4
Refused 5
3
0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent
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Q193. Which of these categories best describes
your total household income before taxes last
year?

Under $20,000

[ |
PN

$20,000 - 12

$39,999

L,

20
21

$40,000 -
$59,999

1

$60,000 -
$79,999

\J}—\
-
~

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

$80,000 -
$99,999

g
o

$100,000 or
over
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Don't know
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Refused
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Q194. May | ask your age?

65 years old or _E

older ]21

55-64 Id 23
-64 years 0 s
28
45-54 years old - 29
26
35-44 years old —21
8
25-34 years old
10
0
0

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

18-24 years old

|1
Don't know
0
Refused | !
0
0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent
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Q197. Respondent's gender (not asked, but
observed by interviewer).

Male

99

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Female

0 20 40 60 80 100
Percent
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Q195. That'sthe end of the questionnair e, thank you very much for your timeand
cooper ation! (Additional comments.)

There ought to be more emphasis on the management of game rather than policing game laws
and policing efforts.

Increase population of rabbit and coon.

I will probably hunt in NH when the opportunity is available to me again.

A time congraint on my part, alack of knowing where to hunt, what the accessis, and what
game are available are the main reasons | haven't hunted here in the past few years.

| would like to have more opportunities to hunt both doe & buck, and dso more time alowed
for resdent only hunting.

Will not hunt again in NH due to lack of game.

What ideas do | have to get people back? What would entice me to return? For me: specid
one-time reduction in price for returning to NH to hunt (same price asin-state) or have NH
hunters ask him back.

Longer season lengths. Town hunting for overpopulated areas. Winnipesaukee Lake has over
population problems.

Lower thelicensefeesand I'll buy one.

Be more specific about private current land use; close deer season in Belknap to build
population; way too strict—try to assst rather than punish.

We moved and my daughter isin college. Pluswe have amortgage. | love NH; | just don't
have the time or money.

Fishing mercury levels are too drict.

It'snot safe for hunting; things are crazy out there.

I want more attention toward brook fishing activities.

More hound hunting.

New Hampshire Fish and Game officers are very hdpful and knowledgeable.

Places to buy licenses are not a problem, but to check an anima isabig problem. They need
more reporting stations.

| want more opportunities for muzzleloading education and waterfowl classes.

Tdl them to lower out-of-state license prices and I’ 1l come back.

Great hunting, but | have time congraints.

More libera limits on doe hunting in the United Stetes.

Fish and Game officers are key in the public eye, and how they portray themselvesis
important. They should improve thid

This survey isawonderful idea. Provide more information on the Websites. Keep the
tradition of hunting dive.

| think they’re doing agood job; not hunting is just a matter of time congraints and distance
for me.

Why is muzzld oading season after modern?

Spotting after 9/1 isridiculous. Should be an opportunity to purchase 1-2 day passes. This
would help people who don’'t have time to hunt al season.
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Make more moose permits available to non-resdents; | understand why they’ re restricted, but
I"ve been gpplying for ten years and have never gotten it. They arefair, but | want to hunt
moosein NH.

No complants on hunting in New Hampshire.

Don't let the muzzleloader season go before the rifle and shotgun season. If you switched,
there might be more deer and, therefore, more hunters.

The communist party in MA has taken away my right to bear arms without paying $100 and
being mug shot and fingerprinted like a crimind, which | am not. | am aVietnam veteran.

My hedth is very bad; that is why no more hunting.

Must lower licensefeesto regain clientele,

| think they’re doing a great job bringing the game back; | saw a bull moose twice today.

Whenever | buy aNH license, they never have the regulations book available; it’s never
available until after the season darts.

People get current use discounts and get a break on taxes, but they are supposed to leave land
open (I thought). If they post land, they shouldn’t be getting atax break. Better management
of large game and archery season for moose is heeded.

I love hunting very much.

| gppreciate Sunday hunting.

Teach out-of-state hunters to hunt better.

| would like alot more fishing.

| havelittle ones and am not able to hunt, but | do fish.

If seasons were longer to give out-of- Sate resdents more time to hunt in NH, | would be
strongly encouraged to hunt morein NH.

Staff of Department does a great job; | would like to see more of the feesthat are collected
going to game management insteed of the bureaucrats deciding where it goes.

I would like to see more ek and different hunting techniques.

My job takes al my time, and | have no extratime for persona hobbies.

Provide more hunter education for kids under the age of 14.

Need to mark hunting areas more clearly. The herd is down; there are no big deer.

| felt harassed and stalked by wardens. | was searched on paper-company land for no reason.
They refusad to assst us with where does were found since we were from out of town. They
stalked us every day even through we were on private land. | am very angry.

More opportunities to hunt big game would encourage me to hunt in NH again.

NHF& G is doing an excelent job.

| do not like policy about taking guns due to right-of-way policy.

The Game Department is doing an excellent job.

| don't care for entrapment where decoys are set up so people will shoot from the road; | think
it encourages people to start shooting from the road.

Make longer seasons and increased bag limits; provide more information in generdl.

| wastold that if you apply for a moose permit, you are given points, and once you get over a
certain amount of points, you get amoose permit autometicaly.

They do agreat job; | look forward to hunting more after my illness.

Mail information directly so | can be informed.

Put a bounty on coyotes.
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| would like to see more ruffed grouse; if the state would stock up on them and then make it
open season.  Also, | would like more pheasants and crow, more birds, and alot more big
game to hunt.

New Hampshire needs lots of improvement in the price of the license. Roads are closed. Herd
isdown. Season was starting midweek.

| love to hunt in New Hampshire.

Thisisthe best survey I’ ve had the pleasure of taking dedling with hunting. More information
on ruffed grouse needs to be publicized, as well as about pheasants.

Retired people on fixed incomes have trouble affording the cost of the license.

Cogt of licenses are not economical for sporadic hunters and fishermen.

Handicapped access to lands for people who have to use 3- and 4-whedersto be ableto hunt is
needed.

More hunting land is needed; there is too much growth.

More information on ruffed grouse would be gppreciated.

Time for doe season is very short, and | would like more time for it—that’ swhy | have dowed
down in hunting.

Do not increase license fee every year.

Longer doe season.

Hunter education course should be offered in high schools.

Moose tag lottery istoo drict.

| enjoy hunting in NH, but my friend sold hisland. | might go again if | can hunt on another
friend'sland.

More opportunities for out-of-staters to get permits (moose and such).

| think they took time away from usin hunting, shortened time span, and increased prices o
we al go esawhere,

I no longer live in New Hampshire, but | will hunt in future,

More of the federd land should be opened for travel for moose hunting; people who show
evidence of big game hunting from other states should not have to take a NH course;
conservation agents and biologists were friendly and hdpful.

| hunt other states due to bag limits and the cost. If | have money, | would rather spend where
| can get more than one deer.

Hedlth is only reason for not hunting.
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ADDITIONAL GRAPHS

Q38. Did lack of places to hunt strongly influence,
moderately influence, or not influence your
decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the
years you did not hunt in New Hampshire within
the past 5 years/since the last time you hunted in
New Hampshire]?

Strongly 18
influenced
10
Moderately -L8
influenced 20
Resident (n=261)
LINon-resident (n=282)
Did not 64
influence
69
1
Don't know
1
0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent
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Q39. Did lack of access strongly influence,
moderately influence, or not influence your
decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the
years you did not hunt in New Hampshire within
the past 5 years/since the last time you hunted in
New Hampshire]?

il
Strongly 8
influenced 11
Moderately 19
influenced 20 .
Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)
Did not
infl
influence 68
1
Don't know
1
0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent
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Q40. Did finding a place to buy licenses strongly
influence, moderately influence, or not influence your
decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the years you
did not hunt in New Hampshire within the past 5
years/since the last time you hunted in New Hampshire]?

Strongly
influenced

Moderately
influenced

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not

infl
influence 02

Don't know

0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent
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Q41. Did lack of information on hunting on private lands
strongly influence, moderately influence, or not influence
your decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the years
you did not hunt in New Hampshire within the past 5
years/since the last time you hunted in New Hampshire]?

Strongly
influenced

Moderately
influenced

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not
influence

Don't know

0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent
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Q42. Did lack of information on hunting on public lands
strongly influence, moderately influence, or not influence
your decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the years

you did not hunt in New Hampshire within the past 5
years/since the last time you hunted in New Hampshire]?

Strongly
influenced

Moderately
influenced

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not
influence

Don't know

0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent
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Q43. Did lack of game strongly influence,
moderately influence, or not influence your
decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the
years you did not hunt in New Hampshire within
the past 5 years/since the last time you hunted in
New Hampshire]?

14
Strongly

infl d
influence 10

Moderately

influenced 20

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not
influence

69

Don't know
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Percent
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Q44. Did lack of trophy game strongly influence,
moderately influence, or not influence your
decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the
years you did not hunt in New Hampshire within
the past 5 years/since the last time you hunted in
New Hampshire]?

Strongly
influenced

Moderately
influenced

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not
influence

Don't know

0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent
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Q45. Did pollution or litter strongly influence,
moderately influence, or not influence your
decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the
years you did not hunt in New Hampshire within
the past 5 years/since the last time you hunted in
New Hampshire]?

Strongly
influenced

Moderately
influenced

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not

infl
influence 90

Don't know
}1

0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent
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Q46. Did complex regulations strongly influence,
moderately influence, or not influence your
decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the
years you did not hunt in New Hampshire within
the past 5 years/since the last time you hunted in
New Hampshire]?

Strongly
influenced

Moderately 10

influenced

11

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not

infl
influence 83

Don't know

0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent
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Q47. Did changes in regulations strongly influence,
moderately influence, or not influence your
decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the
years you did not hunt in New Hampshire within
the past 5 years/since the last time you hunted in
New Hampshire]?

Strongly
influenced

11

Moderately
influenced

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not
influence

Don't know

0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent
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Q48. Did bag limits/season lengths strongly influence,
moderately influence, or not influence your decision to not
hunt in New Hampshire [in the years you did not hunt in
New Hampshire within the past 5 years/since the last time
you hunted in New Hampshire]?

Strongly
influenced

Moderately
influenced

11

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not

infl
influence 83

Don't know

0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent



New Hampshire Lapsed Hunter Survey 121

Q49. Did too strict game law enforcement efforts strongly
influence, moderately influence, or not influence your
decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the years you did
not hunt in New Hampshire within the past 5 years/since
the last time you hunted in New Hampshire]?

Strongly
influenced

Moderately
influenced

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not
influence

90

Don't know

o

20 40 60 80 100

Percent
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Q50. Did not enough game law enforcement efforts
strongly influence, moderately influence, or not influence
your decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the years

you did not hunt in New Hampshire within the past 5
years/since the last time you hunted in New Hampshire]?

Strongly 4
influenced
1
9
Moderately
influenced
5
Resident (n=261)
i ONon-resident (n=282)
Did not 84
influence
88
3
Don't know
5
0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent
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Q51. Did mandatory hunter education requirements
strongly influence, moderately influence, or not influence
your decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the years

you did not hunt in New Hampshire within the past 5
years/since the last time you hunted in New Hampshire]?

10

Strongly
influenced

Moderately
influenced

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not
influence

85

Don't know
}3

0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent
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Q52. Did the cost of licenses strongly influence,
moderately influence, or not influence your
decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the
years you did not hunt in New Hampshire within
the past 5 years/since the last time you hunted in
New Hampshire]?

12

Strongly
influenced

Moderately
influenced

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not
influence

Don't know

0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent
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Q53. Did the cost of hunting equipment strongly influence,
moderately influence, or not influence your decision to not
hunt in New Hampshire [in the years you did not hunt in
New Hampshire within the past 5 years/since the last time
you hunted in New Hampshire]?

Strongly
influenced

10

Moderately
influenced

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not

infl
influence 88

Don't know

0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent



New Hampshire Lapsed Hunter Survey 126

Q54. Did a lack of places to target shoot or to practice
shooting strongly influence, moderately influence, or not
influence your decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in
the years you did not hunt in New Hampshire within the

past 5 years/since the last time you hunted in New
Hampshire]?

15
Strongly >
influenced
6
Moderately 18
influenced
9
Resident (n=261)
i ONon-resident (n=282)

influence

81
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Don't know
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Q56. Did poor behavior of other hunters strongly influence,
moderately influence, or not influence your decision to not
hunt in New Hampshire [in the years you did not hunt in
New Hampshire within the past 5 years/since the last time
you hunted in New Hampshire]?

Strongly 16
influenced
7

Moderately 22

influenced

12
Resident (n=261)
i ONon-resident (n=282)

influence

80

Don't know
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Q57. Did interference from other recreationists not including
hunters strongly influence, moderately influence, or not
influence your decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in

the years you did not hunt in New Hampshire within the past

5 years/since the last time you hunted in New Hampshire]?

Strongly 1
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i ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not 2
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Q58. Did other people violating game laws strongly
influence, moderately influence, or not influence your
decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the years you did
not hunt in New Hampshire within the past 5 years/since
the last time you hunted in New Hampshire]?

Strongly Y
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influenced 10
Moderately 13
influenced

10

Resident (n=261)
i ONon-resident (n=282)

influence ]
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Q59. Did too many hunters in the field strongly influence,
moderately influence, or not influence your decision to not
hunt in New Hampshire [in the years you did not hunt in
New Hampshire within the past 5 years/since the last time

you hunted in New Hampshire]?
Strongly 14
influenced 5

Moderately 22
influenced
11
Resident (n=261)

i ONon-resident (n=282)

influence

83

Don't know
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Q60. Did fear of injury by another hunter and/or general
hunting safety strongly influence, moderately influence, or
not influence your decision to not hunt in New Hampshire
[in the years you did not hunt in New Hampshire within the

past 5 years/since the last time you hunted in New
Hampshire]?

11
Strongly
influenced
5
Moderately 23
influenced 12
Resident (n=261)
i ONon-resident (n=282)

influence

83

Don't know
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Q61. Did other people's negative opinions toward hunting
strongly influence, moderately influence, or not influence
your decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the years
you did not hunt in New Hampshire within the past 5
years/since the last time you hunted in New Hampshire]?

Strongly
influenced

Moderately

influenced 10

Resident (n=261)
i ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not
influence

83

Don't know
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Percent
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Q62. Did harassment by anti-hunters strongly influence,
moderately influence, or not influence your decision to
not hunt in New Hampshire [in the years you did not hunt
in New Hampshire within the past 5 years/since the last
time you hunted in New Hampshire]?

Strongly
influenced

Moderately
influenced

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

) 88
Did not

influence 89

Don't know
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Q63. Did personal health strongly influence,
moderately influence, or not influence your
decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the
years you did not hunt in New Hampshire within
the past 5 years/since the last time you hunted in
New Hampshire]?

1
Strongly 8
influenced 12
Moderately 12
influenced 12 .
Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)
Did not
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Q64. Did work obligations strongly influence,
moderately influence, or not influence your
decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the
years you did not hunt in New Hampshire within
the past 5 years/since the last time you hunted in
New Hampshire]?

Strongly

infl d
influence 29

Moderately 23

influenced

23

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not

influence
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Don't know
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Q65. Did family obligations strongly influence,
moderately influence, or not influence your
decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the
years you did not hunt in New Hampshire within
the past 5 years/since the last time you hunted in
New Hampshire]?

Strongly 33
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influence 21

Moderately 21

influenced

23

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not
influence
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Q66. Did not having anyone to hunt with strongly
influence, moderately influence, or not influence your
decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the years you
did not hunt in New Hampshire within the past 5
years/since the last time you hunted in New Hampshire]?

12

Strongly
influenced

Moderately
influenced

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not
influence

74
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Q67. Did concern over endangering animal populations
strongly influence, moderately influence, or not influence
your decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the years

you did not hunt in New Hampshire within the past 5
years/since the last time you hunted in New Hampshire]?

Strongly
influenced

Moderately
influenced

Resident (n=261)
i ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not 84
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85

Don't know
jg

0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent



New Hampshire Lapsed Hunter Survey 139

Q68. Did the feeling of causing pain to animals strongly
influence, moderately influence, or not influence your
decision to not hunt in New Hampshire [in the years you
did not hunt in New Hampshire within the past 5
years/since the last time you hunted in New Hampshire]?

Strongly
influenced

Moderately 10

influenced

Resident (n=261)
i ONon-resident (n=282)

Did not 85

influence
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Q69. Did a loss of interest in hunting strongly influence,
moderately influence, or not influence your decision to not
hunt in New Hampshire [in the years you did not hunt in
New Hampshire within the past 5 years/since the last time

you hunted in New Hampshire]?
Strongly 13
influenced
2
11

Moderately 26
influenced
Resident (n=261)
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influence

85

Don't know

o

20 40 60 80 100

Percent



New Hampshire Lapsed Hunter Survey 141

Q72. Over the past 5 years, would you say your
overall hunting participation has increased,
decreased, remained about the same, or
completely stopped?
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Q73. Over the past 5 years, would you say your
sport shooting participation has increased,
decreased, remained about the same, or
completely stopped?

i
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Q101. Overall, were you satisfied or dissatisfied
with your black bear hunting in New Hampshire in
the past 5 years? (Asked of those who hunted
black bear in New Hampshire in the past 5 years.)

42

Very satisfied
46

Somewnhat - 13

satisfied 28

Neither satisfied 13
nor dissatisfied 1
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Very 4
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Q102. Overall, were you satisfied or dissatisfied
with your raccoon hunting in New Hampshire in the
past 5 years? (Asked of those who hunted raccoon

in New Hampshire in the past 5 years.)
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Very satisfied
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Neither satisfied
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ONon-resident (n=4)

Somewhat
dissatisfied

somevnat |~
0
0
0
0
0

9
Very dissatisfied .

Don't know
50

0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent



New Hampshire Lapsed Hunter Survey 145

Q103. Overall, were you satisfied or dissatisfied
with your cottontail rabbit hunting in New
Hampshire in the past 5 years? (Asked of those
who hunted cottontail rabbit in New Hampshire in
the past 5 years.)

Very satisfied
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satisfied

Neither satisfied
nor dissatisfied
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Very
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Q104. Overall, were you satisfied or dissatisfied
with your coyote hunting in New Hampshire in the
past 5 years? (Asked of those who hunted coyote

in New Hampshire in the past 5 years.)

-
Very satisfied
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satisfied 33
Neither satisfied 27
nor dissatisfied 17
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Q105. Overall, were you satisfied or dissatisfied
with your white-tailed deer hunting in New
Hampshire in the past 5 years? (Asked of those
who hunted white-tailed deer in New Hampshire in
the past 5 years.)

Very satisfied
53
Somewhat 44
satisfied 33
Neither 3
satisfied nor
dissatisfied Resident (n=227)
7 ONon-resident (n=225)
Somewhat 6
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Very S
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Q106. Overall, were you satisfied or dissatisfied
with your gray fox hunting in New Hampshire in the
past 5 years? (Asked of those who hunted gray fox

in New Hampshire in the past 5 years.)

Very satisfied
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Neither satisfied
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Q107. Overall, were you satisfied or dissatisfied
with your red fox hunting in New Hampshire in the
past 5 years? (Asked of those who hunted red fox

in New Hampshire in the past 5 years.)
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Very satisfied
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satisfied 33

Neither satisfied _ S0 Resident (n=4)
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Q108. Overall, were you satisfied or dissatisfied
with your ruffed grouse hunting in New Hampshire
in the past 5 years? (Asked of those who hunted
ruffed grouse in New Hampshire in the past 5

years )
4

Very satisfied
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satisfied
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Q109. Overall, were you satisfied or dissatisfied
with your snowshoe hare hunting In New
Hampshire in the past 5 years? (Asked of those
who hunted snowshoe hare in New Hampshire in

the past 5 years.)
m-
Very satisfied

58

Somewhat 50

satisfied 17
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Q110. Overall, were you satisfied or dissatisfied
with your moose hunting in New Hampshire in the
past 5 years? (Asked of those who hunted moose

in New Hampshire in the past 5 years.)

70
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Q111. Overall, were you satisfied or dissatisfied
with your ring-necked pheasant hunting in New
Hampshire in the past 5 years? (Asked of those
who hunted ring-necked pheasant in New
Hampshire in the past 5 years.)

— %
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Q112. Overall, were you satisfied or dissatisfied
with your fisher hunting in New Hampshire in the
past 5 years? (Asked of those who hunted fisher in

Very satisfied
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Neither satisfied
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Q113. Overall, were you satisfied or dissatisfied
with your gray squirrel hunting in New Hampshire
in the past 5 years? (Asked of those who hunted

gray squirrel in New Hampshire in the past 5
years.)

47

Very satisfied
50

Somewhat 32
satisfied 25
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Q114. Overall, were you satisfied or dissatisfied
with your wild turkey hunting in New Hampshire in
the past 5 years? (Asked of those who hunted wild

turkey in New Hampshire in the past 5 years.)
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Q115. Overall, were you satisfied or dissatisfied
with your woodcock hunting in New Hampshire in
the past 5 years? (Asked of those who hunted
woodcock in New Hampshire in the past 5 years.)
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satisfied 30

Very satisfied
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Q116. Overall, were you satisfied or dissatisfied
with your duck hunting in New Hampshire in the
past 5 years? (Asked of those who hunted duck
hunting in New Hampshire in the past 5 years.)

34
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Very satisfied
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satisfied 33
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Q117. Overall, were you satisfied or dissatisfied
with your goose hunting in New Hampshire in the
past 5 years? (Asked of those who hunted goose in
New Hampshire in the past 5 years.)

—
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Neither satisfied -10
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Q122. How would you rate the New Hampshire Fish
and Game Department at providing convenient
dates to take hunter education?
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2
Poor
1
[
Don't know
72
0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent



New Hampshire Lapsed Hunter Survey 161

Q123. How would you rate the New Hampshire Fish
and Game Department at providing convenient
times to take hunter education?

21
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3

33
Good

gl
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Q124. How would you rate the New Hampshire Fish
and Game Department at providing convenient
modes of hunter education (e.g., home study,

Internet)?
12
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9
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10
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2
Poor
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Q125. How would you rate the New Hampshire Fish
and Game Department at providing hunter
education courses that you want or need?
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Q126. How would you rate the New Hampshire Fish
and Game Department at publicizing hunter
education opportunities?
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Q133. Would receiving an invitation from a friend
encourage you to [hunt more in New
Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?
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Moderately
encourage N
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Not encourage
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Don't know
} 2
0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent



New Hampshire Lapsed Hunter Survey 166

Q134. Would having your child or a neighbor's
child ask you to take him/her hunting encourage
you to [hunt more in New Hampshire/hunt again in
New Hampshire]?

43
Strongly
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47
28
Moderately
encourage
26
} Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)
28
Not encourage
24
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Don't know
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Q135. Would a hunting clinic held at a local hunting
spot encourage you to [hunt more in New
Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?
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encourage
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Not encourage
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Don't know
5
0 20 40 60 80 100

Percent



New Hampshire Lapsed Hunter Survey 168

Q136. Would a lecture on hunting held at a school
or other public place encourage you to [hunt more
in New Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?
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encourage
13
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encourage
21
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ONon-resident (n=282)
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Not encourage
63
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Don't know
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Q137. Would an online course on hunting offered
through the New Hampshire Fish and Game
Department's Website encourage you to [hunt more
in New Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?

13
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encourage
18
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ONon-resident (n=282)
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Not encourage
63
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Don't know
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Q138. Would a hunting course specifically for
muzzleloading encourage you to [hunt more in New
Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?
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16
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17
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Not encourage
65
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Q139. Would a hunting course specifically for
modern firearms encourage you to [hunt more in
New Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?

1%
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Q140. Would a hunting course specifically for bow
hunting encourage you to [hunt more in New
Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?
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1%
17
Moderately
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Q141. Would a hunting course specifically for
crossbow hunting encourage you to [hunt more in
New Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?
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Strongly
encourage
10
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ONon-resident (n=282)
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Not encourage
76
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Q142. Would a hunting course specifically for
turkey hunting encourage you to [hunt more in New
Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?
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encourage
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Not encourage
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Q143. Would a hunting course specifically for
waterfowl hunting encourage you to [hunt more in
New Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?
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Not encourage
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Q144. Would hunting being offered as a part of
your next vacation encourage you to [hunt more in
New Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?

28
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43
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encourage
24
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Not encourage
29
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Don't know
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Q145. Would more opportunities to hunt on private
lands encourage you to [hunt more in New
Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?
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Q146. Would more opportunities to hunt on state-
owned lands encourage you to [hunt more in New
Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?

Strongly

encourage
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Q147. Would more opportunities to hunt on Wildlife
Management Areas encourage you to [hunt more in
New Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?
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Q148. Would more opportunities to hunt small
game encourage you to [hunt more in New
Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?
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Q151. Would more opportunities to hunt big game
encourage you to [hunt more in New
Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?
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4
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Q154. Would more opportunities to hunt ducks or
geese encourage you to [hunt more in New
Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?
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11
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Q157. Would more opportunities to hunt other
species encourage you to [hunt more in New
Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?
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Q161. Would more opportunities to hunt with
modern firearms encourage you to [hunt more in
New Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?
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encourage

Moderately
encourage

Not encourage

Don't know

14
18
18
17
63
59
20 40 60 80

Percent

100

Resident (n=261)
ONon-resident (n=282)




New Hampshire Lapsed Hunter Survey 185

Q162. Would more opportunities to hunt with a
muzzleloader encourage you to [hunt more in New
Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?
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Q163. Would more opportunities to hunt with a bow
other than a crossbow encourage you to [hunt
more in New Hampshire/hunt again in New
Hampshire]?
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Q164. Would more opportunities to hunt with a
crossbow encourage you to [hunt more in New
Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?
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Q165. Would more opportunities to take hunter
education encourage you to [hunt more in New
Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?
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16
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Q166. Would having the New Hampshire Fish and
Game Department provide more information about
hunting encourage you to [hunt more in New
Hampshire/hunt again in New Hampshire]?
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Q172. Did you find it easy or difficult to find a place
to take the hunter education course in New
Hampshire? (Asked of those who have taken a
hunter education course in New Hampshire.)
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Q173. Did you find it easy or difficult to find a time

that you could take the hunter education course in

New Hampshire? (Asked of those who have taken a
hunter education course in New Hampshire.)
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ABOUT RESPONSIVE MANAGEMENT

Responsve Management is a nationdly recognized public opinion and attitude survey research
firm specidizing in natura resource and outdoor recregtion issues. Itsmissonisto help naturd
resource and outdoor recreation agencies and organizations better understand and work with their

congtituents, customers, and the public.

Utilizing itsin-house, full-service, computer-assisted telephone and mail survey center with 65
professond interviewers, Responsive Management has conducted more than 1,000 telephone
surveys, mail surveys, persond interviews, and focus groups, as well as numerous marketing and
communications plans, need assessments, and program eva uations on natura resource and

outdoor recreation issues.

Clientsinclude most of the federd and state natural resource, outdoor recrestion, and
environmental agencies, and mogt of the top conservation organizations. Responsive
Management aso collects attitude and opinion data for many of the nation’ stop universities,
including the Univergty of Southern California, Virginia Tech, Colorado State University,
Auburn, Texas Tech, the Univerdty of Cdifornia—Davis, Michigan State University, the
Univeraty of Forida, North Carolina State University, Penn State, West Virginia University, and

others.

Among the wide range of work Responsive Management has completed during the past 15 years
are studies on how the generd population values natura resources and outdoor recreation, and
their opinions on and attitudes toward an array of natural resource-related issues. Responsive
Management has conducted dozens of studies of salected groups of outdoor recregtionists,
including anglers, boaters, hunters, wildlife watchers, birdweatchers, park visitors, historic site
visgitors, hikers, and campers, aswell as sdlected groups within the generd population, such as
landowners, farmers, urban and rura residents, women, senior citizens, children, Hispanics,
Asans, and African-Americans. Responsive Management has conducted studies on
environmenta education, endangered species, waterfowl, wetlands, water qudity, and the
reintroduction of numerous species such aswolves, grizzly bears, the Cdifornia condor, and the
Horida panther.
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Responsive Management has conducted research on numerous natural resource balot initiatives
and referenda and helped agencies and organizations find dternative funding and increase their
memberships and donations. Responsive Management has conducted mgjor agency and
organizational program needs assessments and hel ped develop more effective programs based
upon a solid foundation of fact. Responsve Management has developed Web sites for natural
resource organizations, conducted training workshops on the human dimensions of naturd
resources, and presented numerous studies each year in presentations and as keynote speakers at
magjor natura resource, outdoor recregtion, conservation, and environmenta conferences and

meetings.

Responsive Management has conducted research on public attitudes toward natural resources
and outdoor recreation in dmost every state in the United States, aswell asin Canada, Austraia,
the United Kingdom, France, Germany, and Japan. Responsive Management routingly conducts
surveysin Spanish and has aso conducted surveys and focus groups in Chinese, Korean,
Japanese, and Vietnamese.

Responsive Management’ s research has been featured in most of the nation’s mgjor media,
including CNN’s Crossfire, ESPN, The Washington Post, The Washington Times, The New York
Times, Newsweek, The Wall Street Journal, and on the front page of USA Today.



